iy’ EXQHUSIVE 
JAM 


. 


KATNISS 
FEVER 

_ How The Hunger 
Games Caught Fire 


Entertainment 


C i 
On Titanic in 3-D 


A STARZ ORIGINAL SERIES 


MI AG IC 
CITY 


Miami Beach, 1959 
The beautiful life is about to get ugly 


¢ | | t ; z - — ames: 


starz.com/magiccity 


~¥QGinormous 


AT&T. The nation’s 
largest 2QG network. 


Stream video, upload pictures, and download music fast, 
inmore places than ever, on the nation’s largest 4G network. 


Rethink Possible’ = 


4G speeds not available everywhere. Learn more at att.com/network. — 


ATT.COM/NETWORK 


Screen images simulated. ©2012 AT&T Intellectual Property. Service provided by AT&T Mobility. All rights reserved. AT&T and the AT&T logo are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property. All other 
marks contained herein are the property of their respective owners. 


— Sean 


MURRAY CLOSE 


HUNGER GAMES SCORES 
The first movie in the Hunger 
Games franchise (starring 
Josh Hutcherson as Peeta, 
above) broke records and 
topped the box office 


ON THE COVERS 

Fifty Shades of Grey photographed 
exclusively for EW by Art Streiber 
on March 20, 2012, in Los Angeles 
STYLING: SHARON WILLIAMS/CELESTINEAGENCY.COM; 


GROOMING: JUANITA LYON/CELESTINEAGENCY.COM: PROP 
STYLING: ANDREW TROSMANS; PRODUCTION: PRODUCIT, INC 


Jennifer Lawrence as Katniss 
Everdeen in The Hunger Games. 
Photograph by Tim Palen. 
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INVENTORY THAT’S JUST SHORT OF 


INFINITE. 
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CAGLE: PHOTOGRAPH BY RICHARD PHIBBS 


EDITOR'S NOTE 


THIS WEEK: 

TWO NOVEL COVERS 

It’s been said that great books 
usually make bad movies, and bad 
books can make great movies. But 
that axiom doesn’t really apply to 
The Hunger Games—because it’s pretty damn 
good on the page and on the screen. The Hunger 
Games is also EW’s newsstand cover this week, 


though subscribers will be getting a very 


different cover: Fifty Shades of Grey, the shocking, 


The two covers of 
this week’s issue 


erotic e-book phenomenon about a 
woman seduced into an S&M romance 
that just incited a heated Hollywood 
bidding war (Universal and Focus 
Features snapped up the movie rights 
for a reported $5 million). Both stories 
are in this issue, and both are fascinating 
takes on how an author speaks to her 
audience. In The Hunger Games, Suzanne 
Collins appeals to the finer instincts— 
loyalty, courage, and compassion—of 
her young readers; meanwhile, Fifty 
Shades author E L James has tapped 
into the fantasies and frustrations of her 
own, largely female audience. In our 
exclusive interview, the author tells Lisa 
Schwarzbaum her books are simply 
“for ordinary women who like some 
spicy sex.” 

It’s exciting to see two covers that come 
from the world of books (yes, The Hunger 
Games is now a blockbuster movie, but 
still). Why aren’t there more book-themed 
covers on EW? The answer is obvious: If 
you've got an overall audience of nearly 
18 million (including our magazine and 
website), movies and television are the 
fastest way to the greatest number of 


FOLLOW ME ON TWITTER > (9 @JessCagleEW 


hearts. But there are other, 
equally crucial pieces of our 
DNA. I truly believe that EW’s 
books coverage is what sepa- 
rates us from the animals, and 
senior editor Tina Jordan 
runs that department with a 
passion for great literature 
and exciting new voices. She’s 
also got a sharp eye for spot- 
ting the Next Big Thing: 
Stephen King gave the first 
Hunger Games novel a big 
boost when he reviewed it for 
EW back in 2008 (“As nega- 
tive utopias go, Suzanne Collins has 
created a dilly,” he wrote). As for the 
other mediums we cover: We’re expand- 
ing and evolving our coverage of music 
and theater, and since games and tech 
are sucking up more and more of your 
entertainment time and money, we want 
to make sure you find the best stuff out 
there. Like all issues, this one has plenty 
of movie and TV news, including our 
piece on James Van Der Beek, who stars 
on the very funny new series Don’t Trust 
the B---- in Apartment 23. Van Der Beek 
stars as himself—but a really douchey 
version of himself. Larry David (Curb 
Your Enthusiasm) and Matt LeBlanc 
(Episodes) have done similar things, to 
equally magnificent effect. Apart from 
fascinating books becoming fascinating 
movies, this actors-as-awful-versions- 
of-themselves thing is quickly becoming 
my favorite Hollywood trend. 


af 


JESS CAGLE, 
MANAGING EDITOR 
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Ultimate Fantasy 
While | was reading 
your Game of 
Thrones issue ina 
restaurant, no fewer 
than six people 
came up to me and 
commented on their 
love of the show. 
Thanks, James 
Hibberd and lan 
Derry, for capturing 
in words and 
pictures the sheer 
joy this series gives 
me! Bring on the 
dragons! 


KRISTINE HUMMER 
Savannah 


Girl Interrupted 
Although | don’t 
consider New Girl 
the greatest new 
series of the season, 
| still enjoyed your 
article on the show. 
Zooey Deschanel's 
“adorkability” has 
gotten rather 
tiresome by now, 
so I'm glad that 

the powers that 

be are trying to 
downplay it. 


VERONICA SITAYLO 
Vineland, N.J. 


What draws viewers 
to New Girl's Jess is 


E-READING MADE EASY 


to EW on my Nook Color! 
every issue takes advantage of my e-reader’s 
unique capabilities. I love that some of your 
content is interactive and designed just f for 
the e-reader/tablet user 
to see which infographic you’ve tweak ed for 
device readers. Thanks for taking extra 
time to make your e-version a great reading 


I subscribed 


her childlike enthusi- 
asm for life ina 
world where others 
are so guarded. 

Liz Meriwether, this 
is the Jess you 
created and should 
have no apologies 
for, an openhearted 
woman who is 
completely 
unpretentious, 
funny, creative, 
genuine, and 
courageous in her 
vulnerability 
(sounds like a 
feminist to me!). 


PAMELA McINTYRE 
Franklin, Mass. 


Comeback Kid 
Thank you for your 
article on Natasha 
Lyonne. She's been 
practically invisible 
over the past few 
years, and now we 
know why. America 
has reembraced 
much less talented 
actors who've 
behaved much 
worse (hello, Charlie 
Sheen), and | hope 
we see much more 
of her in the future. 


DAVID MOSS 
Portland, Ore. 


experience for subscribers. 
—DIANE TRIM, WAUNAKEE, WIS. 


MORE ON EW.COM For information on 


r downloading the app, go to ew.com/allaccess 


a! THE WAL 


The warriors of Game of pee 
aren't merely competing fo 


JECAaAUSE 


it’safun su 


control of Westeros they're also 


7 c ee 1/ b 
the roan Did your 
favorite emerge victorious? 


Walking Dead 
Comes to Life 
Jess Cagle’s state- 
ment that The 
Walking Dead could 
be “the greatest 
thriller ever produced 
for television” is a 
very bold, and true, 
statement (Editor's 
Note). The TV 


6 | EW.COM April 6, 2012 


THRO IES 


*NVMedieval on Your 


Jon Snow 


viewing audience is 
alot smarter than 


we're given credit for. 


We know a cheap 
thrill from the real 
thing, and have been 
longing for the latter 
since the departure 
of 24. | wouldn't bat 
an eyelash if | had 

to pay to see The 


¥ The Top 10 Things We Lowe This Week )—""~ 


oMUSTLIST LIST 


Cersei/ 
Jaime 


Walking Dead on the 
big screen. But with 
writing this brilliant, 
who needs to go to 


the multiplex? 


DAVID VOLOVICK 
Woburn, Mass. 


Swede Emotion 


character was a nice 
touch, but to me 
Lisbeth will always 
be an emotionally 
void badass. 


MARTY MITCHELL 
Madison, Va. 


Far From Beloved 


While | appreciated Another movie flop 
David Fincher's The of note (News and 
Girl With the Dragon Notes)? Oprah 
Tattoo, |don't think Winfrey's Beloved. 
Rooney Mara’s Despite an aggressive 
portrayalof Lisbeth Fr keting campaign, 
was better than it was beaten in its 
Noomi Rapace’s opening weekend by 
(DVD). The addition Bride of Chucky. 

of emotion to the Chicago 

s 4 WRITE TO US! We want to know what you think. Send 
“ads emails to ew_lettersGew.com or mail to 135 W. 50th St, 


New York, NY 10020. Include your name, address, and telephone 
number. Letters may be edited for clarity or length. 
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(wwwew.com/customerservice), or call 1-800-828-6882. 
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at P.O, Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 
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TV 
1 > The 47th Annual 
Academy of Country 
Music Awards, CBS 
Game of Thrones, HBO 
Great Expectations, PBS 
The Killing, AMC 


3 Being Elmo: 
A Puppeteer’s Journey 
(PG) Documentary 
Chasing Madoff (NR) 
Documentary 


MUSIC 
Nicki Minaj, Pink Friday: 
Roman Reloaded 


BOOKS 
Anne Tyler, The 
Beginner's Goodbye 


24.» Titanic 30 (PG-13) 
Leonardo DiCaprio, 
Kate Winslet 


THE 
BEGINNER'S 
GOODBYE 

< 


2 wine 


SS 


=A 


Illustration by JOSUE EVILLA 


STUFF WE’RE LOOKING FORWARD TO IN 


TV 
5 Scandal, ABC 


6 American Reunion 
(R) Jason Biggs, 
Alyson Hannigan 


Comic-Con Episode IV: A Fan's 
Hope (PG-13) Documentary 


TV 
» Magic City, Starz 
TV 
8 > theBigc 
Showtime 


Nurse Jackie, Showtime 


TV 
2) Anthony Bourdain: 
No Reservations, Travel 


1 O The Iron Lady 
(PG-13) Meryl Streep, 
Jim Broadbent 


MUSIC 
Alabama Shakes, Boys & Girls 
Bonnie Raitt, Slipstream 
M. Ward, A Wasteland 

| Companion 


BOOKS 
AJ. Jacobs, Drop Dead Healthy 


TV 


1 1 Don’t Trust the B---- 
in Apartment 23, ABC 

13 > The cabinin the 
Woods (R) Chris 


Hemsworth, Bradley Whitford 


Vv 


‘ 
15. > Girls HB0 


17 Mission Impossible: 
Ghost Protocol (PG-13) 
Tom Cruise, Jeremy Renner 


MUSIC 
Jason Mraz, Love Is a 
Four Letter Word 


BOOKS 

Jenny Lawson, Let's 
Pretend This Never Happened 
(A Mostly True Memoir) 


20 


Marley (PG-13) 
Documentary 


TV 


T 
22D» veep, HBO 


The Artist (PG-13) Jean 
Dujardin, Bérénice Bejo 


Wee: 

Hoy 
The Innkeepers (R) Kelly 

McGillis, Sara Paxton 

» Pariah (R) Adepero Oduye, 

Kim Wayans 


MUSIC 
Jack White, Blunderbuss 


BOOKS 

» Rosecrans Baldwin, 

Paris, | Love You but You're 

Bringing Me Down 
Jonathan Franzen, 


| Farther Away: Essays 


2 7 The Five-Year 
Engagement (R) 
Emily Blunt, Jason Segel 
The Pirates! Band of 
Misfits (PG) Voices of Hugh 
Grant, Salma Hayek 


TV 
2 Q TV Land Awards, 
TV Land 


Listings compiled by April Daley 
and Marc Snetiker 


PICTURED ABOVE 

(From left) Mission Impossible: 
Ghost Protocol, Game of Thrones, 
Titanic, Nurse Jackie, Veep, 

The Five-Year Engagement, The 
Pirates! Band of Misfits, and 
Jack White 


DATES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


——/ The Top 10 Things We Love This Week / 


©MUSTLIST 


HAPPY ENDINGS ‘ 
finale The sitcom 
caps off season 2 
with a hilarious 
wedding episode 
that finds Max & 
reuniting with his 
old cover bandand #7“ 
Penny meeting a ~) 
newman played by Fam 
guest star Brian [[fromlett)éliza coupe, 


Casey Wilson, Zachary 


Austin Green. (ABC, Knighton, Adam Pally, 


Elisha Cuthbert, and 


April 4, 9:31 p.m.) Damon Wayans Jr. 


\ eee 3. WILD, by Cheryl Strayed 
This refreshingly honest memoir recounts 
| Strayed’s solo 
hike up 1,100 ‘ 
miles of the - 
Pacific Crest W 1 ld 
Trail shortly 
after her mother : 
died and her Ay P3 Fy | | 
marriage fell Ate 8 e ! Nay yt ss 
apart. It beauti- ore : —— 

Sea NEWSIES on Broadway 
: Extra! Extra! Disney's 1992 big-screen 
musical about a group of poor newsboys who 
rally against media bigwigs in turn-of-the- 
20th-century New York has been transformed 
into a rousing, toe-tapping Broadway show. 


JIRO DREAMS OF SUSHI fully captures 

You'll be dreaming of sushi too after her battle with 4 
seeing this delicious documentary (in limited not only the ip 
release, but expanding throughout the elements but . 
spring) about the man many consider the also her own Cheryl Stray ed 
world’s greatest sushi chef. (Rated PG) inner demons. y 


YaSW NVA N33G “S3ISMIN ‘D8V/NIGOLS DIVE “SNVAVM (Z) JBW/NVW38OS 
QUVHDIY LY3SHLND GNY ‘ATIVd ‘NOLHOINX ‘NOSTIM ONY 3dN0> 
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DANCING WITH THE STARS: ADAM TAYLOR/ABC; GAME OF THRONES: PAUL SCHIRALDI/HBO; BULLY: MICHAEL DWYER; CHINATOWN: EVERETT COLLECTION 


DANCING WITH 
THE STARS 


a fie me >| 
GAME OF THRONES Season 2 of the bloody, all-consuming fantasy 
series (costarring Peter Dinklage, above) premieres on April 1 and finds every king, 

queen, and bastard child fighting for the throne of Westeros. Our money is on the girl 

with the dragons. (HBO, Sundays, 9 p.m.) 


8. Madonna’s “GIRL GONE WILD” 


video So racy it’s been age-restricted by 
YouTube, the video for Her Madgesty’s 
newest single mixes current dance sounds 
with an old-school Madonna vibe and look— 
like, for instance, those many close-ups of 
shirtless, glistening, very flexible men. 


BULLY Forget about the drama 

surrounding the film's rating. This timely 
documentary about five victims of school- 
yard abuse (in limited release, but expanding 
soon) is a harrowing, ultimately empower- 
ing tale. It’s not to be missed. (Not Rated) 


9, IMOVIE update 

In time for the new 
iPad comes a cool 
bonus: an update to the 
iMovie app, which lets 
you make Hollywood- 
style trailers out of 

all that footage you're 
going to shoot on the 


J 


new tablet’s impres- 1 CHINATOWN on Blu-ray Roman Polanski‘s 
sive HD video camera. 1974 noir starring Jack Nicholson is still a taut 
(Update free for previ- psychological thriller. Now you can catch it in high-def, with 
ous users; full app is terrific previously released extras like the commentary by 
$4.99 on iTunes) | screenwriter Robert Towne and fan David Fincher. (Rated R) 
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= SOME DIRECTORS do interviews in 
A 3- D fal i iT} their trailers. Some do them at their 
Malibu beach houses. Then there’s 
' | Ls James Cameron, 57, who talked to EW 
1) re) | ta in i C from somewhere in the middle of the 


\ pd = Pacific Ocean, where he was attempting 
to become the first person in history 
a Pp ro po rt 4 @) ns to make a solo dive into the Mariana 
Trench to the deepest undersea point 
on earth (see box, page 14). But as 
much as he’d love to talk about plumb- 
ing the ocean’s depths, Cameron has 
another nautical-related endeavor to 
promote: the April 4 3-D rerelease of his 
1997 juggernaut Titanic, the Leonardo 
DiCaprio-Kate Winslet epic that raked in 
$1.8 billion worldwide to become the 
highest-grossing film of all time until 


BY JOSH ROTTENBERG 
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James Cameron won the Best 
Director Oscar for his vision of 
Titanic’s ill-fated voyage (above) 


MERIE W. WALLACE (2) 


Cameron’s own Avatar 
surpassed it in 2010. “The 
studio is freaked out that 
I’m out on this expedition 
instead of stumping for the 
movie I got them to spend 
all that money to convert,” 
he says. So it’s with pride— 
and to mollify Paramount— 
that he suggests: “Let’s talk 
about Titanic.” 

There’s plenty to say. 

The 3-D conversion cost 

$18 million and took 

60 weeks of intensive labor 
by a team overseen by 
Cameron. But producer 

Jon Landau says that the 
rerelease, which coincides 
with the 100th anniversary 
of the real-life sinking of the 
Titanic, is about more than 
just adding a third dimension 
to the film: “Some people 
have only seen Titanic on 
VHS or DVD or their iPhone. 
To give audiences the oppor- 
tunity to see it in theaters is 
our driving force.” 

Just days before making 
history with his deep-sea 
dive, Cameron dove into his 
own history to talk about bringing 
Titanic back to the big screen. 


Titanic has not exactly been the hardest 
film to see in the past 15 years. So why 
put it out in theaters again—and what 
does the 3-D bring to the experience? 

I think ironically the biggest enhance- 
ment is that it’s in the theater, that it’s 
not on video. There’s a fundamentally 
different relationship between the 
audience and the film when it’s in the 
theater. You make a deal with yourself 
that you're going to sit for three hours 
and 15 minutes and watch it unbroken— 
not pause so you can go make a phone 
call or fix a sandwich—and the film 
acts on you very differently. It’s a much 
more powerful emotional experience. 

I think the 3-D makes it even more 
special, because even if you’ve seen 
Titanic in a theater before—and there’s 
a whole generation that hasn’t—you 


haven’t seen it in 3-D. The feedback 
we've gotten from everyone that’s seen 
the film in 3-D is that the enhancement 
is very real, that it’s profound. 

Avatar set a high bar for 3-D movies, but 
since then there have been 

a lot of films converted to 3-D 

in postproduction that have 

been slammed for looking 

lousy, and you yourself have 

been very critical of 3-D 

conversions. So what gave 

you the confidence you could 

do better with Titanic? 

It is possible to do a good 

conversion. If I didn’t think that were 
true, I wouldn’t have converted Titanic. 
I knew we could get very close to the 
reality factor of having shot it in 3-D, 
but it was going to be an uphill battle 
and it was going to take a lot of time and 
a lot of money. We could do that because 
we knew Titanic was worth it—it had 


already proven itself in the marketplace. 
3-D conversion, to me, is just not viable 
for new movies. It’s viable for Jurassic 
Park or Jaws or some other much- 
beloved film, but I don’t think it has any 
place in production going forward. It’s a 
cheap work-around the studios have 
done to try to capitalize on the audience 
interest in 3-D. But they’re not earning 
the right to charge the extra ticket 
price by providing the quality. 
What movies that were actually shot in 
3-D have you liked lately? 
Hugo is the one film that’s really done it 
right—not only was it absolutely flaw- 
less technically, but the 3-D enhanced 
it creatively so much. I’ve heard all 
these filmmakers crying to the moon 
about the problems they 
have shooting 3-D, and I’m 
like, “Come on, you spine- 
less pukes! Man up!” 
[Laughs] There’s Cameron’s 
message to the filmmaking 
community: Man up, you 
spineless pukes! 
How have Leo and Kate 
reacted to the prospect of 
Titanic being rereleased all these 
years later? 
It’s funny: Leo was shooting The Great 
Gatsby in Sydney when I was finishing 
this up, so I had an 18-minute reel 
brought in and he joined me one night 
and watched himself 15 years later. He 
was just cracking up the entire time. 
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He was literally snorting and spit-taking 
the whole way through, saying, “I’m 
such a punk! I’m such a kid!” I think 
he hadn’t seen the film in a few years, 
but he enjoyed it. He had emotionally 
distanced himself from the film after 
it came out—he wanted to not just be 
that guy from Titanic. And the impres- 
sion I got is he felt safe coming back to 
Titanic now because he’s proven him- 
self so many times. I haven’t sat [and 
watched it] with Kate, but from what 
I’ve read, she’s had the same reaction: 
She was kind of amused by how she 
looked then and maybe critical of her 
acting choices. I doubt that, though, 
because her performance is so good. 
What about you? Looking at the movie 
again, were you tempted to go in and 
make any tweaks like George Lucas did 
when he rereleased the original Star 
Wars trilogy? 

There is an impulse to want to revise it. 
But I think every film should represent 
the time when it was made—both the 


Making History...and a Movie 


Cameron has pursued his fascination with the ocean's depths 
on screen in films like The Abyss, but on March 25 he took his 
obsession deeper than ever—literally. After years of planning, 
Cameron piloted a torpedo-shaped submersible craft nearly seven 
miles below the Pacific Ocean’s surface to the Mariana Trench’s 
Challenger Deep, the lowest point in all the world’s seas. The 

sub was equipped with advanced scientific research equipment 
and 3-D cameras, and Cameron plans to use the footage he shot 
as the basis for a National Geographic special and a big-screen 
documentary. With all that technology crammed into a 24-foot 
vessel, there wasn’t much room for the 6-foot-2 director to move. 
He tells EW, “It’s definitely cozy.” —Josh Rottenberg 


Billy Zane and 

DiCaprio (left) 

Sparred over 
inslet in Titanic 


technology that was available and 

the state of mind of the filmmaker and 
the actors. I could have redone half 
the shots in the film and made them 
look better, but what’s the point? 
Everybody’s got to set their own 
ground rules for themselves. 

When you consider the legacy of Titanic, 
how have you seen the public’s attitudes 
toward the movie shift over time? 

It’s gone through a number of itera- 
tions. There was ridicule while it was 
being made, with the expectation that 
everyone was going to have great sport 
with this huge disaster. Then there was 
the realization that it was a quality 
film. Then there was the giddy high of 
it becoming the highest-grossing film 
in history and that whole phenomenon, 
which took me a while to understand. 


Then there was the inevitable backlash 
over the next few years, where men 
especially said, “My girlfriend dragged 
me to that film. I hated it. It was 
cheesy.” When in fact they were bawl- 
ing like babies, most of them. [Laughs] 
But the response we're seeing now is a 
genuine openness to see the film again. 
In the blogosphere I’m seeing a whole 
lot less “Oh, that thing is so last- 
century—why doesn’t it just crawl off 
and die?” and more “I love that film. It 
was an important moment in my life.” I 
already feel vindicated we’ve done the 
right thing in bringing this back and 
the audience will be there for it. I can 
pretty well promise people a good 
experience in the cinema. Even if they 
think they know the film, I think 
they’re going to be in for a surprise. ™ 


Cameron emefges from 
his submersible, after 
his record-setting dive 

into the Mariana Trench 


14 | EW.COM April 6, 2012 


SIOVWI d¥/DIHdVY9O39 TWNOILVN/N3SSISHS AMV (NOU3ZWY) AZ) XO4 AUNIN3D HLZILNIM1/S38N Lid LNNOWVUVd DINVLL 


MAD MEN: MICHAEL YARISH/AMC (3); BROWN-FINDLAY, MCGOVERN, STEVENS, FROGGATT, HOWES, COYLE, JAMES-COLLIER: CARNIVAL FILM AND TELEVISION LIMITED FOR MASTERPIECE (7); DOCKERY, LESLIE: NICK BRIGGS/PBS (2); PALTROW: DOMINIQUE CHARRIAU/WIREIMAGE.COM 


IN Unabashedly 


BY JESSICA SHAW loving Megan 


ai 


THE SHAW REPORT | 


The Downton 
Cast Keeps Busy 


When Downton Abbey’s Jessica Brown-Findlay landed a big 
movierole last week, it got us wondering what the rest of 
the cast was up toin the off-season. Quite a bit, it turns out. 
Here’s what they’ve got in the works. —Nuzhat Naoreen 


<, we 


Michelle 


Jessica Elizabeth 
Brown-Findlay McGovern Dockery 
Lady Sybil i Lady Grantham ; Lady Mary 
Inthe upcoming studio : McGovernisworkingon : Dockery has arolein 


the November film 
Anna Karenina, starring 
Keira Knightley—and 


drama A Winter's Tale— : — asecond folk-rock 
whichislookingto  : album. She also has the 
begin productionin =: film Cheerful Weather 


October—she'll playa : forthe Wedding pre- she provides guest 
dying woman who falls : miering at the Tribeca vocals on McGovern’s 
inlovewithathief = film fest on April 20. forthcoming album. 


Joanne Thomas 
Froggatt Howes 
Matthew Crawley: Anna Bates i William Mason 
Look for Stevens inthe : Thenew Mrs. Bates has After playing a foot- 
upcoming film comedy two upcoming movie man on Downton, 


Vamps, starring Alicia projects: the thriller Howes is joining 


Silverstone, as well as uwantme2killhim? Dockery in Anna 
the Edwardian drama and Filth, with Karenina for his 
Summer in February. James McAvoy. film debut. 
Rose Brendan Rob 
Leslie Coyle : James-Collier 
Gwen Dawson ; John Bates 3 Thomas Barrow 
Leslie costarsasa  : Besides showingoffhis : He maybe Downton's 
wildling in this season : comedic chops on the resident bad boy, 
of HBO'sGameof =: Britishseries Starlings, : but James-Collier 
Thrones, and her film : Coyle will appear in the proves he can play 
with Dakota Fanning, : April 27 Edgar Allan the romantic in the 


Now Is Good, hits U.K. 
theaters in May. 


current British 
series Love Life. 


Poe thriller The Raven, 
with John Cusack. 


For upcoming projects, release dates are TBD unless otherwise noted. 


5 MINUTES AGO Wishing 
for aDon-Peggy hookup 


SwrNerk PALTROW 


© On the Rachael Ray show, Gwyneth Paltrow defends 
her cookbook, insists she didn’t use ghostwriter But did 
she have to reveal that she even grew her own mustache 
for Shakespeare in Love? 


© Adam Levine in talks to costar on American Horror 
Story His horror cred? Sitting near Christina Aguilera. 

© Kathy Bates, not Charlie Sheen, to play ghost of Charlie 
Harper in Two and a Half Men’s April 30 episode Explained 
Chuck Lorre: “This is as much Misery as | can handle.” 


© VH1 to air reality show Hollywood Exes, featuring 
former wives of celebs like Prince and Will Smith who 
“want to show the world that they are more than just 
a trophy wife with a pretty face” Which will definitely 
happen on a VH1 reality show called Hollywood Exes. 


© Todd Phillips says third Hangover will be the last And 
just to refresh your memory, the second was the first. 

© While pimping Kiss-Métley Criie tour, Gene Simmons 
blasts “fake bulls---” performers like Rihanna He then 
painted his face, claimed to have slept with nearly 5,000 
women, and underwent plastic surgery with his wife on 
his reality show. 


© C-SPAN founder Brian Lamb steps down as CEO after 
34 years By a tally of 235 yeas to 18 nays, the motion 

to honor Mr. Lamb for 34 years of...['sounds of snoring, 

a Vivaldi concerto in D major] 

© Kim Kardashian reportedly considering pressing 
charges after being flour-bombed on red carpet by 
antifur activist She actually wasn't going to until 
someone explained to her that it wasn't fairy dust. 

© Conservative groups target Star Wars: The Old 
Republic videogame, which will allow players to have 
same-sex relationships They're suggesting an alternate 
version that’s even more realistic, allowing playersto 
engage only in no-sex relationships. a 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


THE LATEST MUST- 
PLAY GAME APPS 


> Tired of slicing all that produce with 
your finger? Here are some recent gaming 
apps that are well worth tapping into. 


DRAW SOMETHING 

Similar to Words 
With Friends Available 
for iPhone, iPad, Android 
Price Free with ads, 
$.99 otherwise 
The setup is deceptively 
simple: Draw something, 
and challenge your 
friends to guess what it 
is. But by combining the 
connectivity of social net- 
working with a surpris- 
ingly detailed “drawing” 
system, Draw Something 
is like a fiendishly addictive 
Pictionary party. Barely 
two months old, the 
game already feels like 
the next big zeitgeist 
mobile hit: It’s been 
downloaded 25 million 
times, and its developer 
was just purchased by 
social-games giant Zynga. 
In short, this is your new 


anti-boredom medication. 
—Darren Franich 


INCOBOTO 

Similar to Super 
Mario Bros. Available 
for iPad Price $3.99 
Inco is a little astronaut 
boy who lives all alone on 
a tiny planet. One day, he 
meets a happy sun named 
Helios, and the pair set off 
on a planet-hopping quest 
to bring light back to the 
universe. Incoboto mixes a 


16 | EW.COM April 6, 2012 


Draw 


dream-logic fairy-tale 
plotline with a sharp 
satirical sense of humor: 
As you travel through the 
ruined planetscapes of 
Inco’s universe, you 
regularly find missives 
from an Orwellian organi- 
zation known as “The 
Corporation.” The game 
itself can be cartoon-cute 
or bleakly disturbing— 
Philip K. Dick rewriting 
Teletubbies as a post- 
apocalyptic space opera. 
But the real joy comes 
from how effectively it 
combines the minimalism 


Sky Gamblers: 
Air Supremacy 


of an early NES platformer 
with a soulful emotional 
journey. A remarkably 
chirpy vision of existential 
devastation, Incoboto 
teases your brain and tugs 
at your heart in equal 
measure. It’s got all the 
epic sweep and mind- 
expanding innovation of 
the best console games, 
but for a fraction of the 
price. —Darren Franich 


ANGRY BIRDS 

SPACE Similar to 
Angry Birds Available for 
iPhone, iPad, Android, PC, 
Mac Price Free with ads, 
$.99 without, $2.99 for HD 
The third sequel to the 
massively successful 
(and woefully engrossing) 
franchise sends the 
feathered heroes into 
space, where zero gravity 
and birds with new abili- 
ties (like the frost-making 
Ice Bird and the target- 
honing Lazer Bird) make 
for a wholly original Angry 
Birds experience. It'll take 
some time to get used to 
the new cosmic method of 
pig demolition—planetary 
gravitational pulls and 
asteroids can be used to 
your advantage, if you can 
figure out how—but once 
you've mastered the learn- 
ing curve, the 60 levels of 
galactic mayhem are a 
wildly good time, and a 
refreshing revitalization of 
the world’s most popular 
mobile game. These 
astrophysics avians are 
well worth the price for 
franchise fans, new and 
old. —Marc Snetiker 


SKY GAMBLERS: 

AIR SUPREMACY 
Similar to Ace Combat 
Available for iPhone, 


Angry Birds 
Space 


iPad Price $4.99 

One of the most visually 
lavish games released on 
Apple’s mobile devices, 
Sky Gamblers lets you 

fly a glorious fighter jet 
through a glorious world 
and fire missiles that 
cause glorious explosions. 
The gameplay is endear- 
ingly overcomplicated, 
with enough 360-degree 
dogfights to literally make 
your head spin. But the 
thrill-junkie appeal 

is obvious: You fly. You 
shoot. Everything blows 
up. —Darren Franich 


MS. PARTICLE- 

MAN Similar to 
Pac-Man Available for 
iPhone, iPad Price $.99 
A witty homage to 
Pac-Man that doubles 
as a primer on particle 
physics, Ms. Particle-Man 
sets your character— 
a tiny abstract atom ball 
with an adorable red 
bow—on a search for the 
Higgs boson, the semi- 
mythical science concept 
more commonly referred 
to as the God particle. But 
don’t worry if you slept 
through physics class. The 
game is a snappy delight. 
Word of warning, though: 
Like Pac-Man and the 
other primordial games 
it references, it’s flat-out 
difficult, and there are 
no saves. By taking you 
back to a bygone era, 
Ms. Particle-Man reminds 
you of a time when games 
weren't trying to be 
literary or cinematic. You'll 
want to pat yourself on 
the back after you finish 
the game...if you ever do. 
—Darren Franich 
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THE VOICE 
GETSREADY 
TOGOLIVE 


+» With NBC’s hit competition 
beginning live performances 
on April 2, EW pressed 
the producers on what to 
expect. —MARCSNETIKER 


IT’S BEEN ONE HECK of a second 
season for The Voice. The extended blind- 
auditions round saw some singers 
explode onto the stage, while others 
were tearfully and contentiously sent 
home (we'll never forget you, Ducky!). 
The battle rounds brought their own 
standout moments, including an epic 
vocal throwdown between Jesse 
Campbell and Anthony Evans on “Tf I 
Ain’t Got You.” Now the dust has finally 
settled on the stage of NBC’s breakout 
talent show, and what’s left are 24 
contestants gearing up to compete for 
votes from America and their coaches. 
With The Voice entering its live rounds 
(Monday, April 2, 8 p.m.) and beginning 
its new twice-a-week schedule, EW 
asked the producers some of the biggest 
questions on our mind in season 2. 


What have the artists been doing in the 
months between the taping of the battle 
rounds and the live shows? 

“The truth is, a lot of our contestants 
are working musicians and they have 
gigs,” says exec producer Audrey 
Morrissey. “So in between the battle 
rounds and the live tapings, they were 
all allowed to make their living and do 
their thing.” The only requirement? 
They couldn’t reveal any of the stand- 
ings on the show. 


How much time do the coaches actually 
spend with their artists? 

Despite busy schedules all around, the 
coaches manage to email and communi- 
cate with their contestants beyond the 
basic rehearsals and initial mentoring 
sessions. And once the live shows begin, 
explains Morrissey, “they all spend a lot 
of time with them.” 

Now that The Voice is on twice a week, how 
will the live shows work? 

Over the next six weeks, the coaches’ 
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teams will take turns performing live 
on Monday, and then face the music 
during the newly added elimination 
night on Tuesday. “There will be some 
saves made by America and some by 
the coaches,” says exec producer Mark 
Burnett. By week 7, eight remaining 
artists will compete until one singer 
from each team advances to the May 8 
finale—and then it’s up to America to 
crown the winner. 

How will songs be chosen for the live shows? 
During the blind auditions, the artists 
selected from an extensive precleared 
list, and during the battles, the coaches 
made their own picks (as evidenced by 
Blake Shelton’s obsession with the ’80s). 
“For the live shows, it’s mainly a collabo- 
ration,’ says Burnett. While that means 
the coaches choose the songs in conjunc- 
tion with their artists, as Burnett points 
out, “Let’s face it: If Christina advises 
someone to sing a song, they’re not going 
to tell Christina Aguilera no.” 

Will there be any theme nights? 
Although other talent shows (cough, 


Adam Levine 


DEN/MIGIZULS LUV “3NIAZ1 DBN/SHOIVE SIM3T “N33N9 ONY SWWIS 


LEWIS JACOBS/NBC (3) 


NEWS AND NOTES 


Juliet Simms with 
Cee Lo Green 


Lindsey Pavao and 
Lee Koch rehearse 
with Christina Aguile 


Idol, cough) are known for their theme 
nights, The Voice has no plans to follow 
suit. Burnett says that when famous 
performers show up, there may be songs 
relevant to them, but he’s pretty set 
against the concept: “It means you’re 
pigeonholing someone who's not in that 
genre to sing something that 


Guest mentor 
Lionel Richie with 
Moses Stone 


details. “I can’t be specific how that will 

happen, but the coaches are planning 

on performing.” 

What happens to the chairs when the 

coaches aren’t sitting in them? 

“The chairs have become a character,” 

says Burnett, explaining that the show’s 
signature spinning seats 


doesn’t showcase them at “IF CHRISTINA have been duplicated so 
their best.” ADVISES SOME- they can travel the publicity 
How did Kelly Clarkson end up ONE TO SIN G A circuit (so far they’ve visited 
as amentor, given her American SONG, THEY’RE The Ellen DeGeneres Show 
7 NOT GOING TO ; 

Idol connection? : : and last year’s Emmys, 
As ij ; Clarkson’ TELL CHRISTINA hers). “Ther 

s it turns out, Clarkson’s AGUILERA NO.” among others). ere was 


involvement with the rival 
reality show didn’t seem to 
matter. “Blake approached her,” says 
Burnett. “[He] knows her on a personal 
level, and Miranda [Lambert] knows 
her, so Blake’s got two mentors that he 
knows really well: He’s married to one, 
and he’s friends with the other.” 

Will the coaches sing again this season? 
“Tm pretty positive that the coaches 
will end up performing at some point,” 
says Morrissey, though she’s mum on 


—MARK BURNETT 


such demand for the chair. 
I know we made at least 
two extras, and now that I’ve told you 
that, there’s going to be a lot more 
demand for chairs.” 

Why did the coaches wear the same clothes 
in all of the battle rounds? 

“We're not paying them enough! They 
can’t afford new clothes,” jokes Burnett. 
The real answer: All of the battle 
rounds were filmed in two days. 

So what’s the deal with Christina’s tiny hat? 


“Christina, in all of her videos and 
career, has always worn very differ- 
ent, provocative, outrageous outfits,” 
explains Burnett, who says he digs the 
bedazzled compact-dise headgear 
that Aguilera sported throughout the 
battle rounds. Jokes Burnett, “I hear 
that Blake is going to be wearing one 
next season.” 

Do the artists ever spend time with coaches 
besides their own? 

If you’re imagining giant backyard 
barbecues with the entire Voice ensem- 
ble, keep dreaming. “Unless there’s a 
moment where they’re around and they 


just say hey, they only interact with 


their own coach,” says Burnett. “Only 
during their performances do they 
interact with the other three coaches.” 
Where did Purrfect the cat go? 
Morrissey promises that we will “abso- 
lutely” get to see more of Cee Lo Green’s 
cherished feline. “The cat comes to all 
the tapings, and I think Cee Lo takes the 
cat out beyond that,” laughs Morrissey. 
“People love the cat!” m 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


HOLLYWOOD 
INSIDE 


Lifetime Goes for Sex 
Appeal With Client List 


IF YOU THINK there’s only one show on TV that makes hay of the phrase 
“happy endings,” think again. On April 8, Lifetime will debut the Jennifer 
Love Hewitt drama 7he Client List, about a single mom in Texas who takes a 
job as a massage therapist at a spa that offers, ahem, extended services to 
high-paying clientele. The concept behind CZient isn’t entirely unfamiliar 

to Lifetime viewers: In 2010, Hewitt starred ina 
telepic of the same name, which became the year’s 
second-most-watched original-movie premiere on 
cable. But the decision to develop the racy feature 
into a series marks a sea change for the usually 
earnest network, whose highest-rated scripted pro- 
gramis currently the military drama Army Wives. 
“There is not another show out there like it,” says 
Robert Sharenow, Lifetime Networks’ executive 
vice president of programming. “It’s absolutely 

a part of our legacy to unapologetically show 
all aspects of being a woman.” Hewitt 
acknowledges that her character, Riley, is 
pretty “sexed up” on the drama—which 
costars Cybill Shepherd as her doting 

mom, Linette, and Grey’s Anatomy’s 

Loretta Devine as her ambitious boss, 
Georgia—but she insists that The 

Client List is really just about a woman 
trying to make ends meet...by working 7 
at a place called the Rub. “The happy 

endings are just a provocative vehicle 

to keep the story interesting,” the 

33-year-old actress says. “She’s just a 

mom suffering from a broken heart. Her 
husband walked out on her.” That said, the 
drama hopes to be an equal-opportunity 
exploiter—meaning Hewitt won't be the only 
one prancing around in her Skivvies. “You will 
see alot of shirtless guys,” the actress prom- 
ises. “That’s never a bad thing.” —LYNETTE RICE 


What’s Going 


on Behind 
the Scenes 


Jennifer 
. Love 


Piven Heads tothe 
U.K. for Next TV Role 


> What is it about 
Jeremy Piven that 
screams “salesman”? 
After purveying tal- 
ent as formidable 
agent Ari Gold on 
HBO's Entourage, the 
actor will star as a 
real-life department- 
store owner on the 
British drama series 
Mr. Selfridge, which 
is set to start filming 
in the UK. later this 
spring. Piven will play 
the Wisconsin-born 
Harry Gordon 
Selfridge, who in 
1909 opened the 
famed London store 
that still bears his 
name, and who is 
said to have come up 
with the expression 
“The customer is 
always right.” Says 
Piven, “He was a 
fascinating character. 
He took a page out 
of PT. Barnum’s 
book in terms 

of advertising 

and being really 
aggressive.” The 


10-episode show, 
which will air on 
ITV and has yet to 
be shopped to 
American networks, 
has a prestigious 
behind-the-scenes 
team headed by 
creator Andrew 
Davies (Bleak 
House, Little Dorrit) 
and director Jon 
Jones (the forth- 
coming Julian 
Fellowes-penned 
miniseries Titanic). 
It all sounds a 

long way from 
Entourage's Ari, 
whose catchphrase 
was “Hug it out, 
bitch.” And Piven’s 
well aware that a 
pedigreed British 
drama is a departure 
for him as an actor. 
“Maybe they got the 
wrong Jeremy,” he 
deadpans. “I'll get 
there and they'll go, 
‘No, no, we meant 
Irons. | don’t care, 
I'm going anyway.” 
—Clark Collis 


Jeremy Piven 
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NEWS AND NOTES INSIDER 


MORE ON EW.COM > For more movie and TV news, go to insidemovies. GS & insidetv.ew.com | / A 


er Kumble and 
Michelle Gellar 
e set of Ringer 


Ae EPOs* 
aa 


(Board- 
walk Empire) will 
star in Dirty White 
Boy, a biopic about 
Ol Dirty Bastard, 
aka. Russell Jones, 

and manager 
Jarred Weisfeld, 


will 
play actress Vera 
Miles in the 
upcoming feature 
Alfred Hitchcock 
and the Making 
of Psycho. 


has been cast 
to star on ABC's 


Ringer Reunites Gellar, plays a manipulative socialite who memorably new drama series 


= bs teaches costar Selma Blair how to French- Mistresses. 

Cr uel Intentions Director kiss? “Maybe off camera,” Gellar teases. The " 

; guest in the April 3 episode finds Bridget (posing as Siobhan) ee a 
episode of The CW's Ringer, but this time admitting to Agent Machado (Nestor Will Graham on 
he’s behind the camera. Star Sarah Michelle Carbonell) that her husband (loan Gruffudd) NBC's Hannibal, 
Gellar asked her Cruel Intentions director (and __ tried to kill her. Kumble’s Ringer is “very Hitch- produced by 
pal) Roger Kumble to take on an episode of cockian,” adds Gellar. “A lot of it takes place in Pusu Palses. 
the hour-long thriller, about plotting twins the apartment. Roger's strong suit is perfor- : 
Siobhan and Bridget (both played by Gellar), mance.” As for the April 17 season finale, the 
and he agreed. “I'm like human resources for actress Says viewers will be satisfied: “What's will quest on Life- 
all my friends,” she jokes. “It’s just that don’t going to surprise people is we answer all of edie 
do any of the firing.” So will Ringer include an the questions. Things you didn’t think you'd see representing Elisa 
homage to the hit 1999 film—in which Gellar for four seasons, we will answer.” —TIM STACK Shayne ( 

), 
when the sho 


© know what Don's story is because you're basing it on his past,” 


returns in June. 


Mad Men’s Return Brings 

Big Ratings, More Mystery 

> If you build anticipation, they will come. After a 17-month hiatus, 
AMCs acclaimed retro drama Mad Men returned on March 25, 
scoring its highest numbers ever: 3.5 million viewers watched the 
season 5 premiere, a 21 percent jump from the season 4 debut. 
While the two-hour opener answered a bundle of questions 
(SPOILER ALERT: It's 1966! Don did marry his secretary Megan! 
They're having angry sex!), don’t assume you've started to figure 
out the arc for Jon Hamm's inscrutable ad exec. “You think you 


creator Mattt feiner tells EW. “But as the season goes on, beeala 


you will see that he has a whole new problem.” —Dan Snierson 
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Alec Baldwin 
as North 


P\ Ka 
Chris Pine 
as Jack Frost 
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NEWS AND NOTES 


Alec Baldwin and 
Hugh Jackman 
Become Legends 


“DO THEY KNOW EACH OTHER?” It’s a question any kid might ask about 
Santa Claus, the Easter Bunny, the Sandman, and the Tooth Fairy—anda 


query that would stump most adults. But when a young Mary Katherine 
Joyce quizzed her father, artist and storyteller William Joyce, his answer 
was simple: Definitely. “I’d been thinking about their backstories for a 
while and how they do what they do,” William Joyce says of the legendary 
figures. “But I hadn’t thought that they were actually compadres who 
worked together until she asked that question. And it made perfect sense.” 
Nearly 20 years of thinking about them has inspired 

, Joyce’s book series, which reimagines the characters as 
Isla Fisher : Pe Se. ; “a : ; 
as Tooth righteous warriors who, yes, are particularly busy on holidays, but mainly 
work year-round to protect children from the scourge of fear and doubt. 
Here we see the first images from DreamWorks Animation’s big-screen 
version, Rise of the Guardians (out Nov. 21), in which novice hero Jack 
Frost (Chris Pine) visits the North Pole workshop to help the team battle 
the forces of the bogeyman, a “king of nightmares” known by the name 
Pitch (Jude Law). More than anything, Joyce, who also wrote the books 
George Shrinks and Rolie Polie Olie and won the Best Animated Short 
Oscar in February for The Fantastic Flying Books of Mr. Morris Lessmore, 
simply wanted his daughter and his son, Jack, to believe in something 
magical. Of course, reality is often anything but. Tragedy struck Joyce’s 
family nearly two years ago, when then-18-year-old Mary Katherine died 
of a brain tumor. Still, the inspiration she and her brother gave her dad 
lives on for other children—and adults—to discover. 
In Joyce’s world, the Guardians are not just generous 
gift-givers, but brave, selfless, and noble. “Their whole 
existence is based on the idea that a full, rich, loving, RK 


adventurous life fora kid is worth anything they renga 
themselves would possibly have to sacrifice,” says For additional 
director Peter Ramsey. “It’s kind of analogous to sneak peeks, 
: ‘ go to ew.com/ 
being a good parent, really.” —ANTHONY BREZNICAN firstlook 
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BY LIBBY GELMAN-WAXNER 


WHEN IT COMES TO The Hunger Games, | am a total fangurl, and I’m willing to 
dissect the most obscure details of the best-selling trilogy online or at dinner 
parties, because the books are so much more involving than, say, Iran. I loved the 
movie of the first book, and I completely identify with the heroine, Katniss 
Everdeen, who's always a little pissed off, probably because her parents named her 
Katniss. As the movie begins, in a dystopian future, the country of Panem’s evil 
government holds a lottery to select a girl and a boy from each of 12 districts who 
will fight to the death on TV for the population’s entertainment. When Prim, 
Katniss’ adorable little sister, gets chosen, Katniss volunteers to serve in her place, 
and I asked myself, If my sister Sondra was picked for almost certain death, could 
Ibe as selfless as Katniss? Because Sondra has always been thinner and taller than 
me, and because she breezed through adolescence without a single blackhead, 
when her name was read, I would be tempted to yell, “Have fun!” “Use lots of 
sunblock!” or maybe “Can I have your room?” But I know that eventually my better 
instincts would prevail and I'd head off to the Games, although I'd insist on being 
listed in the Panem TV Guide as “Libby, the Best Sister Ever.” 
Each competitor, or tribute, is given a mentor, and Katniss gets Haymitch, a 
broken-down lush played by Woody Harrelson, in a wig that looks like a platinum 
blond squid is nesting on his head. While Woody is great, I would 
request Michael Kors, because he’s the toughest, funniest judge 
Ey on Project Runway, and he could teach me to demolish my oppo- 
x nents by rolling my eyes and making tiny exasperated noises. 


pp Katniss travels to the Capitol and gets assigned a personal 
Got a question stylist, who's played by the ultracool Lenny Kravitz with just a 
ide eel * hint of gold eyeliner, although I might have preferred Christina 

asklibby@ Aguilera, because on The Voice, her red lipstick and cotton candy 
ew.com, She'll 


mane make me nostalgic for my aunt Estelle, doing the hokey 


respond to new : j 
pokey at my bat mitzvah. Lenny consults on Katniss’ gowns, but I 


queries each 


Ai / would insist on jeggings, a platform wedge, and a fun oversize top 
asklibby. in a bold print, so that when I was introduced on the air, riding in 


a chariot, the whole country would gasp, 
“Oh my God! Look at that incredible girl 
from District 12! Is that H&M?” 

All of the tributes get training ses- 
sions, working with hatchets, hunting 
knives, and bows and arrows, but I would 
demand a Pilates instructor, a SoulCycle 
spin class, and some Gentle Yoga, so I’d 
appear toned and de-stressed. This 
would psych out all of the other tributes, 
who’d murmur, “She’s gonna kill all 
of us—with her calves!” Haymitch 
counsels Katniss to stand out so that 
people will root for her, but I wondered 
why he didn’t just say, “You’re not going 
to die, because you’re the star, and 
they're shooting at least two sequels. 
You’re going to renegotiate.” 

Katniss is also caught up, like the her- 
oine of any respectable young-adult 
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Illustrations by KIRSTEN ULVE 


trilogy, in a love triangle, because there’s 
an unbreakable YA commandment: All 
the cute guys have to fall hopelessly in 
love with the main girl, to satisfy the 
fantasies of all those tweens and teens 
who can’t get a date. Gale, who grew up 
hunting with Katniss in the woods, is tall 
and hunky and pines for her, while Peeta 
is the male tribute from District 12, and 
he’s always loved Katniss from afar, 
although now they’re supposed to kill 
each other. Some fans have questioned 
the casting of Josh Hutcherson as Peeta, 
because he’s a little shorter than Katniss, 
but I think that Josh is a perfect choice. 
Katniss has to keep saving Peeta, and 
Jennifer Lawrence, who’s an ideal 
Katniss, looks like she could easily 
sling Josh over her shoulder, like a 
slouchy tote or a summery cardigan. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


Liam Hemsworth, as Gale, is also com- 
pletely yummy, so I asked myself, Which 
yearning dreamboat would I choose? It’s 
not like in the Twilight movies, where 
Bella has to opt for either Edward, the 
frail, gorgeous vampire, or Jacob, the 
feisty little werewolf-boy. That’s an easy 
answer, because Bella and Edward can 
keep Jacob as a sort of pet, like a cocker 
spaniel with biceps. But if I was torn 
between Gale and Peeta, my first question 
would logically be: Why do both of their 
names sound like eco-friendly charitable 
organizations? Then I’d figure, well, if 
Peeta gets killed in the Games by a land 
mine or a 12-year-old with a machete, I 
wouldn’t have to make a choice, and no 
one’s feelings would get hurt. 

Once the Games are under way the 
movie becomes super-intense, although 
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Katniss luckily gets to 
spend a lot of time napping, 
after using a coil of sturdy 
mountaineering rope to 
lash herself snugly onto the 
branches of various accom- 
modating trees. The action 
grows increasingly violent, 
although thankfully it never 
depicts my most primal 
terror, which would be 
going to the bathroom out- 
doors without toilet paper. 

Katniss has no desire to 
murder the other kids, and 
while I’m also a deeply decent 
human being, I could easily 
disembowel any child who 
imagines that just because 
he’s wearing a helmet, he’s 
allowed to ride his Razor 
scooter over my feet. 

While all I've been doing is 
obsessing over The Hunger 
Games, l also managed to see 
that misbegotten sci-fi epic 
John Carter. | felt bad for this 
film, because it’s losing so 
many bazillions of dollars, despite the 
star power of Taylor Kitsch’s nipples. 
This movie is a throwback, because it 
features a beautiful princess in a midriff- 
baring chiffon harem look, who’s being 
forced to marry a villain, to save her 
kingdom. To appease the feminists, the 
princess is also a scientist. My favorite 
things in John Carter were the alien 
creatures who didn’t only have four arms, 
they had four shoulders, and who'd be 
the best waiters ever. I wish that Katniss, 
as a gesture of inter-studio goodwill, had 
popped over to Barsoom, the planet on 
John Carter, and pierced a few bad guys 
with her bow and arrow, just to boost the 
box office. Disney made a major mis- 
calculation, because the executives 
didn’t realize that this year it’s all about 
child-on-child slaughter, if you ask me. m 
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Questions Linger in 
Houston’s Death 


After weeks of speculation, the L.A. County coroner's office 
has ruled on the cause of Whitney Houston's death earlier 
this year, announcing on March 22 that the 48-year-old 
singer died of accidental drowning, possibly brought on by 
chronic cocaine use and heart disease. (In addition to cocaine, 
tests found marijuana, Xanax, Benadryl, and the muscle 
relaxant Flexeril in Houston's system; the coroner 
determined, however, that they did not play a role in her Feb. 
11 death, when Houston was found submerged in a bathtub 
at the Beverly Hilton Hotel on the eve of the Grammys.) The 
police investigation, meanwhile, is ongoing. Although 
Houston had long battled substance abuse, the presence of 
cocaine in her bloodstream does raise some questions: Were 
any illegal drugs found at the scene? And if not, did a mem- 
ber of her entourage remove them before police arrived? 
Lieut. Mark Rosen of the Beverly Hills Police Department 
confirms that the investigation will remain active at least 
until the complete coroner's report is delivered in the next 
several weeks. Beyond that, he would say only, “It’s our policy 


Whitney Houston's legacy 
includes six Grammys, two 
Emmys, and the indelible 
hit “I Will Always Love You” 


not to comment on open investigations.” —LANFORD BEARD 


child... The Real August 2011London RECOVERING Jersey Shore's Mike DEATHS 

Housewives of riots... Christopher On March 24, “The Situation” Broadway and film 

Atlanta's Kim Zolciak, | Chaney, 35, of Jack- comedian Gallagher, Sorrentino, 29, director Ulu Grosbard 

33, and her NFL-star sonville, Fla, faces up 65, suffered his revealed on March passed away last 

husband, Kroy to 60 years in prison second heart attack 21 that he had week at age 83. 

Biermann, 26, after pleading guilty in two weeks. A rep entered rehab for —Grady Smith, with 3 

are expecting their on March 26tohack- saysheis“doingwell a“prescription additional reporting > 

second child. ing into the email of and is with family.”... medication problem.” byJason Clark . 

celebrities including 3g 

EXPECTING BIRTHS Mila Kunis, 28, and 85 
Reese Witherspoon, _ Hilary Duff, 24, Scarlett Johansson, 28 
36, and husband Jim and husband 27. (Intimate photos BIRTHDAYS Ba 
Toth, 41, willwelcome Mike Comrie, 31, of the stars ended up 33 
their first child later welcomed their online.) Sentencing is Ee 
this year. Witherspoon __ first child on March scheduled for July 23. zs 
has twokids withher  20,asonnamed 23 
ex, Ryan Phillippe... Luca Cruz Comrie. 33 
Tori Spelling, 38— ag 
who gave birth to COURTS 23 
daughter Hattie just Jamie Waylett, 22, ag 
five months ago—has — who played Vincent >) A 
announced that she Crabbe in the Harry Sa 
and husband Dean Potter films, was sen- 33 
McDermott, 45, are tenced to two years in zz 
expecting their fourth —_ prison for joining in the Be 


32 | EW.COM April 6, 2012 


Grab the day a little differently when you wrap your hand around a comfortcup 


Chinet® and Comfort Cup® are regist@red trademarks of Huhtamaki, Inc. in the U.S. and other countries. Photography 


See how we make the morning routine no longer routine. Watch our video and save $1 @ MyChinet.com/ComfortCup 


After a $152.5 million opening weekend, 
is poised to become 
one of the most successful films of all time. 
Inside the making of an entirely new franchise, and 
what its fans can look forward to next. 


Midnight show- 
ings like this one 
took in nearly 
$20 million on 


opening night, | 
the most ever for | 


a nonsequel, as 
devotees turned 
out in droves to 
see their favorite 
series come to life on screen. Many even showed up in costume, 


evoking the garishly colorful regalia of the Capitol. “It’s amaz- 


ing to think that it’s actually finally here!” said 21-year-old 
Sophie Cheetham, her tiny pink hat askew atop even pinker 
hair. “It’s fantastic being able to see something you love with all 
the people who love the exact same thing.” 

It wasn’t just fans of the books who crammed into multiplex 
seats last weekend to watch Jennifer Lawrence’s Katniss—the 
film’s headstrong, self-sacrificing heroine—fight for her life. 
Over its first three days, the PG-13-rated Hunger Games pulled 
in an astonishing $152.5 million ($212 million worldwide), 
giving it the third-biggest opening weekend in cinema history, 
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following the final Harry Potter film and The Dark Knight. Any 
lingering doubts as to how a film about teenage blood sport 
could reach a wide audience have officially been incinerated. 
“This has exploded beyond anything we could have imagined,” 
director Gary Ross said over coffee the morning before the 
movie opened. “There are days where it feels like we’re in the 
middle of some national media event that has nothing to do 
with entertainment. We keep looking around trying to figure 
out how this could have actually happened.” 


Like plenty of other films—not to mention religious fervors—it 
all started with a book. In 2008, Suzanne Collins wrote The 
Hunger Games, a propulsive blast of young-adult fiction set in a 
grim authoritarian future that turns its young into gladiators 


| for televised battles to the death. It was a breakout hit, 


and Collins quickly followed up with two planned sequels. 
YA-obsessed Hollywood executives weren’t far behind. 
“Everybody who's ever read the book got excited about the 
idea of a movie,” says producer Nina Jacobson, before correct- 
ing herself. “Well, I guess not everybody. Not the people who 
passed, at least.” That would include most of the major studios, 
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(Gale) at the 
Toronto premiere 


Wes Bentley 
(Seneca Crane) 
at the world 
premiere 


which likely spent the 
past week wearing black 
and mourning the One 
That Got Away. 

Tobe fair, brutal kid-on-kid violence doesn’t scream “tentpole 
movie.” And The Hunger Games was never going to be your 
typical mindless, noisy chock-a-blockbuster anyway. For one, 
there’s almost no element of escapism. Everyone who saw the 
Harry Potter films dreamed of going to Hogwarts, and the 
Twilight franchise offered its besotted female fan base a sparkly 
array of male eye candy. But the uncompromising universe of 
The Hunger Games, where children as young as 12 are sacrificed 
for entertainment, isn’t exactly one you’d want to imagine your 
way into. “It’s a very intense book,” says Jacobson. “It’s not the 
kind of thing that ordinarily gives rise to this kind of frenzy, but 
I think it speaks well of readers and of moviegoers that they are 
up for something this challenging.” 

Lionsgate stepped up to the plate, eager to make its debut in 
the big leagues. “This was a big purchase for them,” says Jacob- 
son of the $78 million production. “But even back then, when 
there were only 100,000 copies of the book out there, they looked 
at it as a crown jewel.” The studio moved quickly. After a closely 
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followed casting process, they shot the film in only 
84 days, mostly in the mossy timberland of North 
Carolina. (Like the Twilight mecca of Forks, Wash., 
North Carolina’s DuPont State Forest is already 
bracing for a surge in fan-based tourism.) Time was 
so crunched that Ross spent the days after the world 
premiere in Los Angeles tweaking the film, remixing 
sequences only two weeks before the movie opened 
wide. Meanwhile, the studio’s marketing squadron 
used all the arrows in its quiver to drum up excite- 
ment among fans and not-yet-fans. 

“We’re always a bit of an underdog,” says Tim Palen, 
Lionsgate’s chief marketing officer. He and his team were armed 
with a $45 million budget, less than half of what bigger studios 
often expend on a major title. “We were sandwiched between 
John Carter and The Avengers, so I knew we weren't going to be 
the most important action movie of the year. So we focused on 
what we had: heart. That, and making sure we appealed to the 
broadest possible audience.” 


As with the Games themselves, the film has proved to be an 
equal-opportunity event. For the many men who queued up 
to see the film, The Hunger Games represents a gender-neutral 
space to geek out. “I don’t think it’s a question of if you’re a 
guy or a girl,” says Christian Havers, 24, who waited in line for 
four hours to get into a midnight screening in New York’s 
Union Square. “Or even if you’re young or old. Katniss is 
pretty universally relatable.” 
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The tributes wait 
for the Hunger 
Games to begin 


Isabelle Fuhrmagi™ 
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Hutcherson, 

Leven Rambin 

as Glimmer, 
Ludwig, and 

Jack Quaidas | 
Marvel Q 


Collins’ protagonist is a bit of a rara 
avis: a fiercely strong female character 
who isn’t defined by her femaleness. 
One almost has to go back to Sigour- 
ney Weaver's Ripley in the Alien series 
to find an antecedent. Lawrence traces 
it even further, all the way back to the 
original girl on fire: “She’s like Joan of 
Arc for a new generation.” 

For Kimmy West, who created the 
community site Mockingjay.net 
three years ago when she was only 
17, she’s also a great role model. 
“Katniss is a character young girls 
can aspire to,” West says. “The story 
is about who she is and not just about 
who she’s in love with.” Of course, that won’t stop a whole lot 
of girls from obsessing over who she might be in love with. 


PEETA-PHILES 


“T asked him to marry me!” a young girl squeals to her friends, 
bounding away from the Barnes & Noble signing table where 


| 


Josh Hutcherson is seated, her expression as ecstatic as if he’d | 
actually accepted. It’s just days before the movie is scheduled to | 


open, and this isn’t the first time the actor has received an 
impromptu (and age-inappropriate) proposal. In the film, Hutch- 
erson plays Peeta, the lovably ordinary boy who fights—both 
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Lawrence 
and Hutcherson 


inside and outside the arena—for Katniss’ heart, but it seems 
he’s inadvertently captured a few more. “I think I have, like, 80 
wives right now,” the 19-year-old actor joked at the Los Angeles 
premiere. An understandable number, since the success of the 
film has thrust him and Lawrence, 21, far out into the spotlight 
and turned them into living representations of characters mil- 
lions of readers hold dear. “He’s become a sex symbol,” says 
Ross. “And it doesn’t amaze anyone more than it amazes Josh.” 

Fangirl frenzy tends to be fueled by romantic intrigue, but 
while The Hunger Games does contain a love triangle—Liam 
Hemsworth provides the third vertex as Katniss’ childhood 
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STAR JOSH HUTCHERSON HAS 


BEEN FLOODED WITH MARRIAGE 
PROPOSALS FROM FANS. 
“| THINK | HAVE, LIKE, 80 WIVES | 
RIGHT NOW,” HE SAYS. : 


friend Gale—it’s far less vital to the story than the pyramid of 
pouty longing that propped up the Twilight series. At this point, 
members of Team Gale and Team Peeta aren’t nearly as con- 
cerned with total victory as their Team Edward and Team Jacob 
counterparts. It’s almost as if Collins’ books have bred a kinder, 
gentler, more thoughtful superfan. “Everybody is really open and 
considerate and friendly,’ says the Hob’s Amanda Belcher. “I’m 
also a big Twilight fan, and the difference in behavior is huge. We 
love it just as intensely, but there’s a lot less fighting.” 


Fans who waited patiently for the movie's release might find it 
hard to believe it’s actually here, but really, this is only the begin- 
ning for the franchise. Catching Fire will begin filming this fall, and 
Lionsgate is aiming for a Thanksgiving 2013 release date, The 
sequel picks up where the first film leaves off, with Peeta and Kat- 
niss touring the country as victors until they get thrust back into 
an all-star edition of the Games. (Readers are already speculating 
about who will play the cocksure ex-tribute Finnick Odair.) The 
nation of Panem, meanwhile, edges toward the all-out war that 
dominates the third book. The studio promises that the next film 
will span the entire second novel, but rumors have circulated that 


| 


the filmmakers might split the 
finale, Mockingjay, into two 
movies. Jacobson admits that 
the fate of the third book is 
still “to be determined.” As to 
whether there is any chance that 
Collins will extend her literary 
series, that’s much less up in the 
air. “I won't tell you how many 
people were upset with me when 
we decided to put the words ‘the 
final book of The Hunger Games’ 
on the cover,” says David Levi- 
than, Scholastic’s publisher and 
one of the series’ editors, 
“because there’s a wonderful 
tradition of YA trilogies having 
four books. I’ve talked to 
Suzanne a lot about this, and as 
extraordinary as this movie experience has been and will be, 
there is nothing that will revoke that word ‘final’” 

Still, he suspects that all this success can only mean more 
people will be reading the books that do exist. The number of 
copies of The Hunger Games has ballooned from the original run 
of 50,000 to more than 11 million, and the year and a half 
between now and Catching Fire will just fan the flames. For the 
filmmakers, that’s awfully soon. “We have about a half second to 
enjoy the present before we have to start at it again,” says Ross. 
Lawrence and Hutcherson are equally busy: She will appear in 
two more films this year, the thriller House at the End of the Street 
and David O. Russell’s The Silver Linings Playbook, opposite 
Bradley Cooper. Hutcherson will be in the art-forgery indie 
Carmel and the long-shelved remake of Red Dawn. 

Even Jacobson, who has been working toward this moment 
since 2009, doesn’t expect to savor it for too long. “I don’t really 
have any big celebration plans other than to just hunker down 
and get to work,” she says. “It’s fantastic to finally have the movie 
out in the world and to see all of these people who love it, but at 
the end of the day we'll roll up our sleeves and it’s on to the next 
one.” Where there will be new characters, a whole new arena, and 
a lot of new fans to please. m (Additional reporting by Carrie Bell) 
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I; L. James’ erotic debut novel, 
Fifty Shades of Grey, began 

as Twilight fan fiction. But 

now it’s a phenom—and just 
sparked a rich movie deal. 

The Brit author talks to EW 
about bondage and best-sellers. 
BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 
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THIS SIXTYSOMETHING lady pops into her local 
bookshop looking for Fifty Shades of Grey. Her 
name is Mary. She's an aficionado of what you 


might call niche publishing—except that the 
niche isn’t hardcore S&M-laced erotica. “Mary's very well known 
to us for buying extremely rare and interesting books about the 
history of embroidery,” says Nicola Rooney, owner of Nicola’s 
Books in Ann Arbor, Mich. “I said, ‘Mary, do you know what this 
book is?’ She said, “Yes, I do. I have a very elderly friend who’s in 
the hospital and I read books to her. She asked me to read this to 
her’” Rooney pauses and laughs. “So she’s going to read it,” she 
says. “I hope her friend has a private room!” 

Hundreds of thousands have already spent quality private 
time with Fifty Shades of Grey, by first-time British author 
E L James, along with the follow-ups Fifty Shades Darker and 
Fifty Shades Freed. Until now, readers—the great 
majority of them women—have had to order hard- 
to-find paperback copies, printed on demand by the 
small Australian publisher The Writer’s Coffee 
Shop. Even more have downloaded the titles as 
e-books, taking advantage of the anonymity of dis- 
creet little e-readers, where no book can be judged 
by its cover. This month, Vintage Books expects 
hundreds of thousands more to join the naughty 
party with the American publication of the trilogy, 
for which the Random House division paid a cool— 
or is it hot?—seven figures. “The books are already 
mainstream hits because the reader response to 
them has been extraordinary, fueled by explosive 
word of mouth among women,” says Vintage pub- 
lisher Anne Messitte. “We have had to double our 
initial print run, from 250,000 copies to 500,000 
copies.” Meanwhile, after being wooed by all man- 
ner of Hollywood heavyweights, James just sold the 
movie rights to Fifty Shades of Grey to Universal and 
Focus Features for what’s rumored to be close to $5 
million—and, even better, approval of scripts and casting. 

That’s a lot of ink and high hopes for a trio of dirty books that 
began as unpolished website fan fiction offering a kinky twist 
on the Twilight saga. And tied to those great expectations is the 
recognition that erotica + fan fiction + a book-buying female 
readership liberated by a choice in literary delivery systems = 
a whole new garden of opportunities for the publishing world 
in the digital age. 

All this, needless to say, is a dizzying state of affairs for E L 
James. When the author sits down with ENTERTAINMENT 
Weexty in L.A. for her first-ever big interview, she’s only just 
begun learning her way around publicity and its discontents. 
“Tt’s very hugely overwhelming, frankly,” she says. “I’m a former 
television executive—I was head of production for a small 
independent production company, doing contracts and 
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“| DON'T SEE 
IT AS EROTICA. 
|SEEIT AS 
A CONTEM- 
PORARY 
ROMANCE. 
YES, IT’S QUITE 
GRAPHIC BUT 
WHEN PEOPLE 
FALLIN LOVE 
THEY HAVE 
SEX. ACTUALLY, 
THEY HAVE 
ALOT OF SEX.” 
—ELJAMES 


budgets. And I’ve been a production executive for the BBC for 
eight years. I’m now—full-time—someone who gets carted 
around and thrown in front of people.” Her dream when major- 
ing in history at university was to become an accountant. 

James doesn’t mind if you know that her first name is 
Erika, but she won’t divulge her surname (James is a pseud- 
onym). She will likewise share that she’s been married—“for 
400 years” by her count—to a lovely, supportive man who 
writes TV scripts. The couple live in West London with their 
two sons, ages 15 and 17. On the other hand, James won’t 
reveal her precise age, copping only to being in her 40s. That 
looks about right. “I’m very publicity-shy,” she says. “It’s hard. 
All that. I didn’t expect this. And I’m rather overweight,” she 
laughs, woman to woman, “and it’s a bit of a struggle.” Still, 
with no glam cosmetic enhancements and a nice cascading 
mop of dark hair, she carries the stray, appealing Every- 
woman extra pounds of modern fortysomething working 
motherhood with verve. James is wearing a practical, Cold- 
water Creek-ish travel ensemble of black pants and jacket 
offset by scarlet finger- and toenails and a pair of 
sexy heels. Asked what she’d be doing if she were 
at home rather than blinking in the California 
sunshine, she doesn’t hesitate: “Smoking, proba- 
bly. All the interesting people smoke.” 


MODELED FROM THE CLAY of Twilight's Bella Swan 
and her vampire sweetheart Edward Cullen, 
James’ novel presents Anastasia Steele, a virginal 
21-year-old college senior, who meets devilishly 
handsome Christian Grey—who in his late 20s is 
already a billionaire, humanitarian, and corporate 
mogul. (As with Twilight, the story is set in the 
Pacific Northwest.) Christian’s sexual tastes are 
specific and high-maintenance, that of a Dominant 
in search of a Submissive for vigorous sessions 
that incorporate spanking and bondage, some- 
times with the gentleman’s own distinctive 
silver-gray necktie. (This makes him, in sex 
parlance, a member of the BDSM community.) 
But something about Ana’s innocence—or maybe 
it’s the fetching manner in which she bites her lip—arouses 
emotions in Christian that confuse him. Under his sexual 
tutelage, Ana blooms, and his own need to dominate turns into 
a desire to love. Not without difficulty: The fellow had a 
terrible, abusive childhood, and the couple struggle to achieve 
emotional equanimity through all three books. 

Oh, but never mind about Christian’s screwed-up childhood. 
The point is, the sex scenes are graphic, and hot—hot at a 
temperature that feels particularly exciting to adult women 
who may be wives, mothers, and/or business professionals in 
positions of power and responsibility. “Mommy porn’ is, to this 
non-mommy’s sensibilities, a smirky, condescending term 
invented by the same media outlets currently covering Fifty 
Shades with tongues hanging out. But the phenomenon behind 
the glib description makes sense when explained by Anne 
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50 SHADES OF GREY 


Semans, marketing director at the sex-toy emporium Babeland: 
“Sexual desire is something that really ebbs and flows in a 
woman's life...and one of the ways you give your sex life a boost 
is through your erotic imagination.” Adds Juliet Mize Disparte, 
romance books editor at Amazon.com, “Our customers have 
said that they’ve stayed up reading this book all night. One of 
our customers said she took her Kindle to work and tried to 
sneak in reading when she wasn’t busy.” 

James herself knows what it’s like to sneak in some juicy 
reading on the way to work. “When I was working in London, I 
used to have to commute,” she says. “I have about 800 or 900 
novels—erotic romance novels. I used to read them on the tube, 
bending the covers right back. Ooh, I love them. Good times!” 


HOW DID JAMES GO from collecting hundreds of erotic novels 
to selling hundreds of thousands of her own? “I’ve always 
wanted to write,” she begins, “but I never had the time or incli- 
nation. Then I saw T'wilight—the film—in November 2008 and 
I loved it. I said to my husband, ‘Will you buy me the books?’ 
And he did. I got them for Christmas. And in five days I sat 
down and escaped into the wonderful world that Stephenie 
[Meyer] had created, and J absolutely loved it. ’m a huge Twi- 
hard. And I sat down and [started writing]. No other books 
have ever inspired me. She just flipped a switch.” 

Unhappy in her job at the time, the fledgling 
author sought escape. “I came up with a story and 
I wrote it. I read an interview with Stephenie”— 
Erika has never met Stephenie—“where she said, 
“You've got to start at the beginning.’ So I did 
that.” The stuff she wrote before Fifty Shades 
was, by her own admission, “terrible. But I 
thought it was God’s gift! I just had to sit down 
and get it out of me.” 

That was in January 2009. Along the way, the 
student writer discovered the online world of Twi- 
light fan fiction, with its passionately involved 
writers and readers. She began a yarn she called 
Master of the Universe (that’s MotU to insiders), tak- 
ing Snowqueens Icedragon as her nom de plume 
(that’s Icy to the cognoscenti). Later James changed 
Bella and Edward to Ana and Christian and, with 
her new Fifty Shades concept, made a print-on- 
demand arrangement with The Writer’s Coffee 
Shop. (The company’s website offers advice to 
would-be writers: “Have you ever watched a movie 
or read a book and didn’t like how the author handled a scene? 
Have you ever thought about messing around a bit to see what 
would happen if you changed one pivotal moment—what the 
rest of the story would look like?”) A certain population of 
the voluble fan-fiction community is currently miffed that the 
former Icy took material once available online for free and 
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"WHEN | WAS 
WORKING 
IN LONDON, 

| USED 
TO HAVE T0 
COMMUTE. 
| HAVE ABOUT 
800 OR 900 
EROTIC 
ROMANCE 
NOVELS. 
| USED TO 
READ THEM 

ON THE TUBE. 

GOOD TIMES!” 
—JAMES 


Author E L James 
photographed 

on March 20, 2012, 
in Los Angeles 


spirited it offline for sale. James doesn’t mind their 
harrumphs: “I never expected the books to be pop- 
ular, I never expected the fan fiction to be popular; 
it’s just, I don’t know, it is what it is.” 

Word of mouth buoyed Fifty Shades from the 
beginning—James’ agent, Valerie Hoskins, singles 
out goodreads.com, whose users nominated the 
novel for Best Romance. And the vox pop excite- 
ment led to coverage on Today and the Huffington 
Post, and in The New York Times. Soon the former 
Snowqueens Icedragon began receiving queries 
about film rights. “I fell off my chair,” she says. 

And by the way, she writes at a desk facing a wall. 
“When one of my sons comes in over my shoulder, I 
have to shut down the screen,” she says with an easy 
laugh. “Although, my sons’ badge of honor is that 
they never read.” James’ husband, on the other 
hand, is a faithful reader. “He reads everything I 
write and I really trust his judgment. He’s a good 
person to bounce ideas off. Of course, any idea he 
comes up with, I never use. But he’s very supportive 
of the whole venture.” Her agent is also her husband’s agent. Not 
that James fancies writing the screenplay. “I don’t think our 
marriage would survive that.” Her friends, meanwhile, are 
“bemused. My friends are all over [the map]: lawyers, a friend 
who works in the futures market, friends who are moms. They're 
all going, ‘Who are you, and what have you done with Erika?’” 


NOT EVERYONE IS CHARMED by Fifty’s rough literary style, the 
enthusiastic construction of an amateur with a lively imagina- 
tion and a flair for knowledgeably conveying the erotic appeal 
of domination, submission, spanking, bondage, and the 
frequent drinking of white wine. The heroine, Ana, has a 
distracting habit of thinking “oh my” or “holy cow” or “holy 
crap” on every other page. (“That's quite polite, for me,” says 
James.) The new paperbacks will arrive with some tweaks. 
“The Vintage editions will include the new copy edit, as well 
as a redesign of the physical book and its cover, with more 
striking effects,” says Vintage’s Messitte. 

Not everyone is charmed by the sex in Fifty, either. Some 
believe Ana and Christian have an abusive relationship that 
misrepresents BDSM sex play. “He tells her when to eat, he 
stalks her and goes into jealous rages every time she’s talking 
to her male friends. I’m like, that has nothing to do with 
BDSM. That’s just a good old-fashioned abusive, controlling 
boyfriend,” says sexologist Jill McDevitt, owner of the feminist 
sex shop Feminique Boutique, in West Chester, Pa. 

For her part, James is more concerned with the movie 
adaptation at the moment. She’d like to see “beautiful 
unknowns” cast as the leads—and, thanks to her deal with 
Focus, she'll likely have her say. “We went with Focus because 
they have a great background in handling difficult material,” 
James says of the studio, which made Brokeback Mountain. 
“Also, those guys just made me laugh. [But] what was most 
important to me was approval. We wanted approval of 
scripts, casting....” She laughs. “This makes me sound like a 
control freak, doesn’t it? I got the approvals I wanted.” Since 
Fifty Shades began as Twilight fan fiction, you may wonder 
what Kristen Stewart has to say. “It’s so funny—I heard about 
it yesterday,” she says. “Rob [Pattinson] and Wyck [Godfrey], 
our producer, were talking about it! I’ve heard it’s quite 
sexy—very titillating.” Will she read it? “Hell, yeah!” 

It’s too early to know what sort of shape the Fifty Shades 
movie will take. “I think it’s going to be a collaborative 
process,” James says of how much kinky sex will make it to 
the screen. “That’s a big word in Hollywood, isn’t it? Pro-cess.” 
It’ll be interesting to see if the fans who’ve made the book a 
runaway best-seller will flock to theaters. “It’s possible that 
women will go in groups for a night out,” says one agent, “but 
Talso believe women prefer to read about sex rather than see 
it.” Those women might come for the love story, though. “It’s 
fantasy,” says James. “It’s a romantic fantasy story. That's it. 
It’s just a fun read. I don’t see it as erotica. I see it as a 
contemporary romance. Yes, it’s quite graphic, but when 
people fall in love they have sex. Well, actually, they have a lot 
of sex. In the beginning. So that’s what this is about. It’s for 
ordinary women who like some spicy sex.” 

That said, James is prepared to reveal two of her newest 
fantasies. Ready? With some of the sexy money she makes 
from Fifty Shades of Grey, she plans to renovate her kitchen— 
and replace the carpeting on her stairs. You’ve got to respect 
a woman who knows what she wants. m (Additional reporting 
by Stephan Lee, April Daley, and Marc Snetiker) 


HOT BOOKS: A HISTORY 


Fanny Hill: Memoirs of a 
Woman of Pleasure, by John 
Cleland (1749) This tale of 

a prostitute’s rise through the 
social ranks might be the most 
banned book in history. In 1966 
the U.S, Supreme Court ruled 
that because it had some 
redeeming social value, it could 
not be deemed obscene. 


Lady Chatterley’s Lover, by D.H. 
Lawrence (1928) You can read 
it as an allegory for class con- 
flict, or as a hot-and-heavy tale 
of a woman who resents her 
rich husband and gets it on with 
a workingman. But either way 
you read it, - 

the novel— vase 
which 
spawned 
countless 
obscenity 
trials—is 
pretty dirty, 


Tropic of Cancer, by Henry 
Miller (1934) This shocking 
semiautobiographical novel 
about a writer's life was a 

real wake-up call for literature, 
focusing the debate on the 


- meaning of obscenity, Its 


1938 U.S. government ban 
wasn't lifted until 1961. 


Story of 0, by Pauline Réage 
(1954) Réage's savage story of 
female submission, which won 
a major literary prize in France 
when it was published, has long 
been slammed by feminists. 


The Happy Hooker, by Xaviera 
Hollander with Robin Moore 
and Yvonne Dunleavy (1972) 
This memoir by a former 

call girl and madam was loved 
by some for its frankness 


and condemned by others 
for its raunchy, kinky, sex- 
drenched pages. 

Fear of Flying, E RI CA 
by Erica raul 
Jong (1973) JO NG 
Jong was Harey 


lying 
lambasted Nying 


for this 
novel—which 


introduced the memorable term 
“zipless f---"—because she 
received a $5,000 NEA grant to 
write it and so many people 
found it objectionable, The book, 
about a woman who decides to 
have sex with a stranger, hardly 
seems dated today. 


Forever..., by Judy Blume 
(1975) What girl didn’t sneak 
a copy of this hormone-fueled 
novel? This classic Blume 
tale—about a 
high schooler 
giving up her 
virginity—has 
been adored by 
teens (and 
scared their 
parents) for Vea 
almost 40 years. wf 


judy blume ft! 


Damage, by Josephine Hart 
(1991) Hart’s narrator has 
money, success, and a beautiful 
family, But all he wants is his 
son's fiancée. Damage captures 
the raw 
exhilaration 

of forbidden 
passion as one 
man throws It 
all away for the 
only person 
he’s ever loved. 


The Crimson Petal and the 
White, by Michel Faber (2002) 
Can this man ever write a 

sex scene! Faber’s novel, at 
once serious and salacious, is 
the epic saga of a Victorian-era 
whore named Sugar. 


How to Make 
Love Like a 
Porn Star, by 
Jenna Jameson 
(2004) At once 
sassy, tender, 
and explicit, 

this rollicking 
story of how 

a motherless 
high school cheerleader ended 
up the most celebrated adult- 
film actress in the world 
cemented Jameson's appeal. 
—Tina Jordan, Michael Sauter, 
and Karen Valby 
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IS 


NEARLY A DECADE AFTER 
DAWSON LEFT THE CREEK FOR 
GOOD, 
IS BACK ON TV IN THE ROLE 
HE WAS DESTINED TO PLAY: 
JAMES VAN DER BEEK. AND AS 
A COCKY VERSION OF HIM- 
SELF ON ABCS 


THE FORMER TEEN IDOL 
IS GETTING THELAST LAUGH 


PHOTOGRAPH BY COLLIN ERIE 
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AMES VAN DER BEEK 
HAS AGUNTO HIS HEAD. 


Okay, it’s plastic—but still, the guy doesn’t even flinch. On this warm 
March day in L.A, the 35-year-old, who for six seasons played good 
boy Dawson Leery on the hit series Dawson's Creek, is in the midst of 


a brutal session of Krav Maga, a martial art employed by the Israeli army. 
Barefoot and rocking a sleeveless shirt that more than justifies his free 
admission to the gun show, Van Der Beek kicks, punches, uppercuts, and 
roundhouses away at his instructor, fourth-degree black belt Jarret Waldman. 


By the time Van Der Beek wrests the 
fake firearm out of Waldman’s hand with 
a precision that would make even Jason 
Statham’s jaw drop, you definitely don’t 
want to make a joke about his wavy- 
haired, weepy Creek alter ego. 

And yet James Van Der Beek is about 
to invite millions to laugh at him. Follow- 
ing a series of self-spoofing spots on the 
comedy website Funny or Die and in 
Ke$ha’s “Blow” music video, the actor has 
a new scene-stealing role as himself— 
albeit a smarmy, douche-bag version of 
himself—on ABC’s slightly twisted sit- 
com Don’t Trust the B---- in Apartment 23 
(debuting April 11 at 9:30 p.m.). The 
comedy focuses on naive New York new- 
comer June (Dreama Walker), who moves 
in with the possibly sociopathic Chloe 
(Krysten Ritter), whose ex-boyfriend/ 
best pal just happens to be James Van 
Der Beek. The Apartment 23 incarnation 
of the Beek is a woman- 
izer who seduces fans to 
the strains of Creek’s “I 
Don’t Want to Wait” 
theme song and launches 
his own line of jeans with 
the slogan “Put your 
cheeks in a Beek.” 

“T love doing it,” says 
the actor. “I love the ego 
assassination that 
comes with it. It’s just 
so healthy and so good 
for me.” It’s also good for 
Van Der Beek’s career, 
which, post-Creek, hit a 
lullas the actor struggled 
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with his own ego, his image, and find- 
ing the right roles. But now the Beek 
from the Creek has his swagger back. 
“T always wanted James to get some 
age on him,” says Creek creator Kevin 
Williamson, who’s remained close 
friends with his former star. “He’s 
turning into a handsome leading 
man. He’s getting to the place where 
he’s going to be right for 100 roles, 
whereas before he was only right for 
two or three.” 

Adds Van Der Beek, who lives in 
L.A. with his wife, Kimberly, and their 
two children, “I feel a lot more comfort- 
able in my skin.” 


IN JANUARY 1998, The WB’s Dawson’s 


Creek transported viewers to Capeside, a 
small coastal town inhabited by a group 
of hormonally charged teens with the 
vocabulary of Ivy League grad students 
and the wardrobe of Amer- 
ican Eagle salesclerks. With 
its frank sexual dialogue and 
racy plotlines, the show 
became a huge hit for the net- 
work and its then-unknown 
leads: Van Der Beek, Joshua 
Jackson, Katie Holmes, and 
Michelle Williams. Shortly 
after the premiere, recalls 
Van Der Beek, The WB 
asked him to make a pub- 
licity appearance in Seattle. 
“Tt was over 500 screaming 
girls,” he says while enjoying 
a post-workout burger. “I 
stepped on stage and I just 


In Varsity Blues 


remember the wall of noise. | remember 
thinking, “There’s no volume control on 
this, and it really freaked me out.” 

But as Dawson’s face was tacked to 
more and more bedroom walls, Van Der 
Beek started to become more uneasy 
with the attention. “I remember a woman 
following me out of the [grocery store],” 
says the actor, who shot Creek in Wilm- 
ington, N.C. “She wipes dirt off my car, 
and she holds up her hand and she goes 
[in a thick Southern accent), “Thank you, 
I will take this home to my children.’” 
Van Der Beek was also frustrated with 
his character’s milquetoast persona and 
yearned to play something edgier. After 
starring as a charismatic high school 
football player in 1999's Varsity Blues, he 
decided to go darker with 2002’s The 
Rules of Attraction, which featured him as 
masturbating, drug-taking, toxic college 
student Sean Bateman. While the film 
garnered a cult following, Attraction 
was a box office flop that grossed only 
$6.5 million—and cooled studios on Van 
Der Beek’s big-screen prospects. “Right 
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DON'T TRUST THE B-- 


a 


about that time movies had started 
being financed by pre-selling foreign 
rights,” explains the actor. “I had very 
little foreign box office value. So that 
made it very tough to get things financed 
with me in them.” 

Creek wrapped its six-season run in 
2003, but instead of capitalizing on the 
moment, a burned-out Van Der Beek 
retreated. “I think I did see [playing 
Dawson] as a burden, which now I look at 
as an opportunity. I think that just comes 
with age,” he says, adding with a laugh, 
“and unemployment.” The actor ended 
up passing on many projects that he now 
admits he should have taken, like 2005's 
remake of The Amityville Horror, which 
went on to star Ryan Reynolds. “It would 
have been a very smart, strategic move 
at the time,” says Van Der Beek. “I just 
think I wasn’t ready. I needed to go 
through a lot of growth and a lot of 
maturity, and get over myself a little.” 

By 2010, after spending several years 
doing TV movies and guest spots on 
shows like Criminal Minds, Van Der Beek 


was ready for something a little differ- 

ent. A longtime fan of Funny or Die, 

Van Der Beek contacted the humor 

site’s offices and asked for a meeting. 

The collaboration yielded so many 

ideas that they decided to shoot 

several of them—including a mock ad 
called “A--hole for Hire”—and branded 
the series “Van Der Week” on the site 
in January 2011. “He was very smart 

and willing to try new 

things,” says Mike Farah, 

Funny or Die’s head of pro- 

duction. The shorts drew 

the attention of the pro- 

ducers of Apartment 23, 

who thought they might 

have a role for someone 

that game to play with his 

image. “Comedy is a ques- 

tion mark when somebody 

hasn’t done it before,” says E 

creator Nahnatchka Khan 

(American Dad!). “As soon 

as I saw the Funny or Die stuff, I was 

completely confident.” 

So the previously generic best friend 
to the series’ titular bitch became a 
broad version of the Beek. While Van 
Der Beek says he’s never traded on his 
Creek past to come on to a woman as his 
sitcom persona does, the actor gives the 
show’s writers fodder from his own life, 
like having his character compete on 
ABC’s Dancing With the Stars. “I have 
been offered [DWTS],” says the actor, 


With Krysten Ritter 
on Don’t Trust the” 
B---- in Apartment 23 


who passed. “This was the most fun way 
to do it.” As Williamson sees it, Van Der 
Beek’s new foray into comedy isn’t 
surprising—it’s just the actor’s own 
personality finally coming to public 
light. While promoting the first season 
of Creek, Van Der Beek often stayed at 
Williamson’s house in L.A. Remembers 
the producer, “ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY’S 
review had come out and it said James 
Van Der Beek had a ‘cereal 
box’ head. So I come home 
one night, I go into the 
kitchen, and on the butcher 
block he’s taped his head 
shot to a box of Raisin 
Bran. Then, I realized he 
had a sense of humor.” 

Today, having found this 
second act in his career, 
Van Der Beek is able to 
look back on his time in 
Capeside with affection. 
“Now [ have a fondness for 
it like you would a little brother,” he says. 
“The fact that it still resonates with 
people is kind of crazy. I’m able to appre- 
ciate now how rare that is.” He still runs 
into his castmates from time to time and 
says watching costar Williams at the 
Oscars made him “really happy and 
warm inside.” And with his new series, 
Van Der Beek is getting the last laugh. 
Says the actor, “I’ve always known that I 
have so many other tricks in my bag. It’s 
been fun to surprise people.” 
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MEET THE GIRLS OF 


KRYSTEN RITTER & DREAMA WALKER 


ABC's nervy new sitcom may not 
spell out the B---- in its title, but it 
won't take viewers long to fill in the 
gaps. Krysten Ritter (Gilmore Girls, 
27 Dresses) plays Chloe, a dominating 
New Yorker who terrorizes a revolving 
door of roommates in order to get 
them to flee the apartment—but leave 
their security deposit behind. Enter 
Dreama Walker (The Good Wife) as 
June, the trusting new roomie who 
refuses to give in, even as Chloe walks 
around nude, suggests foursomes, 
and hooks up with June’s fiancé. EW 
grilled Walker and Ritter about their 
characters’ screwy—and satisfying— 
relationship. —NUZHAT NAOREEN 
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Your characters have a pretty 
dysfunctional friendship. Are you 
the new Laverne and Shirley? 
; l It's more Tom and 
Jerry. The whole episode they're 
chasing each other around in circles, 
ind when they finally meet up and are 
friends for a second, the cat takes off 
again. That's the dynamic 

There's a sense of 
camaraderie, like we would do anything 
relp each other, but also if one of us 
gets a chance to get ahead, we will. 
Chloe is quite the schemer. Krysten, 
did you ever consider playing nice 
girl June? 

God, no. There’s no way | could 
play any other role. In the pilot alone, 
I'm selling drugs, I'm in a rap-music 
video, | have a switchblade, and I'm 
naked, For me there was no question 
Chioe also gets a kid drunk in the 
pilot. Did either of you have any 
reservations after reading the script? 


| definitely 


thought it was 
But 
vould so much rather do something 
that’s crazy and edgy than something 
that do 


esn't take any risks at all 


| was worried that they 


Dreama Walker 
and Ritter 


would soften it. That 
was the only concern 
lever had. 

Do you have any 
similarities to your 
character? 

June and | are 
very similar in the sense 
that we both know all the 
rules and therefore think 
if we break them it’s 10 
times worse than anyone 
else breaking them. 

RI guess the 
sense of humor and the 
ballsiness. Every once in 
a while I'll find myself 
saying something the 
bitch would say. 

You also get to work 
with James Van Der 
Beek. Were you a fan 
of Dawson’s Creek or 
Varsity Blues? 

| never saw 
Dawson's Creek, and | 
thought Varsity Blues was a Leonardo 
DiCaprio movie. | had no idea 

My mother wouldn't let us 
watch [Dawson’s Creek]. We're 
obviously freaks of nature for not 
knowing that side of him. 

It seems to be a great time for 
female-driven comedies. Do you 
think that will help your show? 

R I'm really thankful that 
New Girl and 2 Broke Girls have done 
as well as they have. They've totally 
paved the way for us. But | think we're 
something different. 
If you could steal a roommate from 
the current crop of TV sitcoms, who 
would it be? 

| kind of adore Max Greenfield 
[who plays Schmidt] on New Girl. 
Somehow he is saying the smarmiest 
things, but he’s so lovable 
Would Chioe torment him or fall 
for him? 

TER She would eat him for breakfast. 

So tell us what does the B---- really 
stand for? 

We could make it bagels 
or brains or beetles 

| play the bitch, so for me, 
there's nothing else it could be, @ 
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and the 
Broken MPAA 


After it failed to get a PG-13, the 
compelling new documentary will be 
released unrated. The battle over the 
film shines a light on what’s wrong with 
the ratings system. 
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HARVEY WEINSTEIN never met a ratings controversy 
that he couldn’t massage into a publicity campaign. He 
did it in the 90s, when he turned up the heat on the 
teensploitation psychodrama Kids, all because the film 
received a rating of NC-17 (which it probably deserved). 
He did it two years ago, when the downbeat-sexy Blue 
Valentine got slapped with the same scarlet letter (which it 
didn’t deserve at all). But in the case of Bully, Weinstein 
isn’t just mounting a PR blitz—he’s fighting the good fight. 
The movie is a sensitive and eye-opening documentary 
about the epidemic of bullying in American public schools. 
It’s a film that would do well to be seen by as many 
teenagers as possible, and Weinstein had wanted to show 
it in schools. Yet Bully received an R rating, all because 

the F-word is used in it a handful of times. The Weinstein 
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Co. has now decided to release Bully unrated. 
This doesn’t solve the problem, since some 
theaters refuse to show unrated movies. So 
the very audience that Bully was made for still 
might have a hard time getting near it. 

Weinstein hired David Boies and Ted Olson, 
the attorneys who helped overturn California’s 
Proposition 8, to take on the Motion Picture 
Association of America. The MPAA, with its 
famously fusty, punitive, and—some would 
say—arbitrary ratings system, defended the 
Rrating for Bully, stating that it wouldn’t be 
fair to make an exception just because of the 
movie's good intentions. I agree that they 
shouldn’t just make an exception: They should 
do a heck of a lot more. That the MPAA is 
content to keep a film as humane and as 
deeply unsensational as Bully away from most 
of the adolescents whose lives it could possibly 
help is a folly and outrage. 

Bully, directed by Lee Hirsch, takes a sym- 
pathetic, insightful look at five anguished kids 
from suburban and rural communities around 
the country and how the bullying that they’ve 
endured has shaped their lives. Tyler, 17 years 
old, :was so mocked by his peers that he 
hanged himself. Alex, 12, born prematurely 
(at just 26 weeks), is a sweet, smart kid singled 
out because of his “fish face.” He has been 
slammed into lockers, sat on during bus rides, 
called “bitch” and “faggot”—and after all that, 
it was only really clear how bad the problem 
was when he stopped complaining. (Being 
bullied had become his only reality.) Kelby, a 
16-year-old lesbian, suffered abuse to the point 
that she tried to commit suicide three times. 

Why are these kids targeted? Some of it is 
based on looks and prejudice, but much of it 
represents nothing more—or less—than the 
ostracization of those who are lonely or shy. 
They’re viewed as “outsiders,” and then vilified 
for it. Bully is a portrait of good kids reduced 
to shells of themselves by a climate of toxic 
hate and fear. There’s only one thing missing 
from the movie, and that’s an in-depth look at 
the bullies themselves. We’re forced to guess 
at what has made them into junior sadists. My 
own conjecture is that their almost complete 
lack of empathy represents the channeling of 
alarger current of intolerance now at loose in 
the culture—the kind you see increasingly in 
politics, not to mention all over the Internet. 

Arguments against the ratings system have, 
of course, been made many times before: by 
directors, producers, and film critics—and, in 


2006, by Kirby Dick in his documentary 

This Film Is Not Yet Rated, which opened the 
door on the MPAA’s antiquated maze of codes 
and restrictions. As Dick powerfully argued, 
what’s fundamentally broken about the 
MPAA isn’t the system so much as the 
thinking behind the judgments. The ratings- 
board members, swathed in their shadow of 
anonymity, insist on a nearly Victorian double 
standard for sex and violence: Anything 
associated with the former (like the word 
“f_”) is treated as taboo, whereas horror and 
action films that feature over-the-top violence 
routinely get a PG-13 (see story, page 54). This 
outdated distinction may be a reflection of 
“American values,” but that does not make it 
right. And the fact that the board tends to 

go easier on big-budget blockbusters may be 
the shoddiest double standard of all. It’s an 
indication that too many questionable agendas 
are guiding these judgments. 

A film like Bully makes it clear that there’s 
something deeply wrong with this picture. 
For this is an urgent and moral movie; there 
shouldn't be a puritanical roadblock standing 
between it and its audience. As long as the 
MPAA is issuing its cavalier decrees, though, 
they’re the ones acting like bullies. Bully: B+ 


the Titans (both out March 30) didn’t screen by 


PEW | MORE ON EW.COM Mirror Mirror and Wrath of 
® our deadline, but you can find reviews on EW.com. 


That the 
MPAA is 
content to 
keep a film 

as humane 
and as deeply 
unsensational 
as Bully away 
from the 
adolescents 
whose lives 

it could 
possibly help 
is an outrage. 


A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases. 


JOHN CARTER 


SALMON FISHING IN THE... 


SILENT HOUSE 
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REVIEWS MOVIES 


KILLER JOE (2012) 

The upcoming trailer-park noir earned an NC-17 for 
“graphic aberrant content,” including a brutal scene 
involving a chicken drumstick. “It’s within the parame- 
ters of other R-rated films,” says LD Distribution pres- 
ident David Dinerstein, who cited The Girl With the 
Dragon Tattoo and Pulp Fiction at the unsuccessful 
appeals hearing. LD might release the film unrated. 


GUNNER PALACE (2005) 

Like Bully, this documentary received an R rating for its 
language—specifically 42 uses of the F-word. Codirec- 
tor Michael Tucker arqued that the profanity in the 
film, which depicts the lives of American soldiers in 
lraq, was not gratuitous. “We can support the troops 
by listening to what they have to say,” Tucker said in 
a statement. The MPAA changed the rating to PG-13. 


BATMAN RETURNS (1992) 
The Tim Burton sequel suffered a 
backlash from parents stunned by 

the film’s relentless violence, such as 
the Penguin biting a publicist’s nose. 


THE RING (2002) 

The horror remake's images, includ- 
ing a demonic child and a horse that 
commits suicide, were downright 
disturbing, even for many adults. 


THE PERKS OF BEING 
A WALLFLOWER (2012) 

Due this fall, the high school drama starring Emma 
Watson and Logan Lerman initially received an R 
rating for “teen drug and alcohol use” and “sexual ref- 
erences.” But writer-director Stephen Chbosky, who 
also wrote the 1999 novel, managed to convince the 


MPAA that the movie's content merited only a PG-13. 


FAHRENHEIT 9/11 (2004) 
When his anti-lraq-war doc was handed an R rating, 


director Michael Moore hired former New York gover- 


nor Mario Cuomo as his lawyer to appeal the deci- 
sion. But the MPAA wouldn't budge, due to the film's 

language and graphic images of war victims. “] en- 
courage all teenagers to come see my movie,” Moore 

said. “If you need me to sneak you in, let me know.” 


BEOWULF (2007) 

The bloody animated movie avoided 
an R even though the monster 
Grendel tears people in half and his 
mom (Angelina Jolie) appears naked. 


6 Films That Fought the MPAA 


Sometimes, the MPAA’sratings can bereal head-scratchers. 7) he Hunger Games—in whichkids kill kids—gotaPG-13, 


t=) 


whereas Bully was slapped with an R for six F-words. The following movies, like Bully, opted to fight back. —JOHN YOUNG 


BLUE VALENTINE (2010) 

The MPAA branded the acclaimed romantic drama 
with an NC-17 for “a scene of explicit sexual content” 
that involved Cindy (Michelle Williams) receiving oral 

sex from Dean (Ryan Gosling). At the appeals hear- 

ing, Harvey Weinstein and his lawyer cited similar 
scenes from the R-rated Basic Instinct and A History 
of Violence. The NC-17 was ultimately dropped. 


TEAM AMERICA: 
WORLD POLICE (2004) 

Even puppets aren't allowed to have too much sex. 
Filmmakers Trey Parker and Matt Stone (of South 
Park fame) had to show the MPAA nine different ed- 
its of one bedroom scene to secure an R rating. Later, 
Stone admitted to making the sex scene excessively 
dirty just so the MPAA would have something to cut. 


Somehow, These Movies Got a PG-13 


Since creating the PG-13 rating in 1984, the MPAA has let numerous films get away with R-level violence. -JOHN YOUNG 


TAKEN (2008) 

To save his daughter, Bryan Mills (Liam 
Neeson) kills 32 people by electrocu- 
tion, breaking necks, and using guns, 

knives, cars, and fire extinguishers. 
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Seann William Scott (right); 
(below) Liev Schreiber 


Goon 


STARRING Seann William Scott, Liev Schreiber 
DIRECTED BY Mic/iael Dowse 
R,1 HR., 30 MINS. 


Seann William Scott has spent his career projecting a certain goofy dumb 
puppy-dog sweetness. That persona has become a bit of a trap for him, and 
Goon, an ice-hockey movie that’s all about the pain, points to a way out. This 
time, Scott plays a big dumb sweet puppy...who bashes people’s heads in. 
And he makes the contradiction work. Scott's Doug “The Thug” Glatt is a 
nice Jewish boy who's the prodigal son in a family of brainiacs. He toils as a 
bar bouncer, and he’s a natural at it—a wrecking-ball bruiser who can break 
your fist just by placing his skull in front of it. But he’s not exactly going 
places, and the failure shows on his sad, sincere features. When he’s 
recruited by the Halifax Highlanders of Nova Scotia to be their “enforcer” 
(the guy whose job is to throttle opposing players), he jumps at the chance. 
He can barely skate, but it hardly matters: As a goon, he’s a genius. 

Bulked up, bearded, his face a bit more rounded with flesh, Scott makes 
Doug a cross between Lennie in Of Mice and Men and a Rocky Balboa who 
never outgrew being a musclehead for loan sharks. Jay Baruchel, who 
co-wrote the script (with Evan Goldberg, the co-writer of Superbad), plays 
Doug’s best friend, a nattering noodge who can’t not talk 
in manic homoerotic metaphors. I wish that Goon were 
more than a sports-comedy blueprint outfitted with 

some pretty funny lines. It’s a very slight movie, with 
the standard elements—rise to success, love story, 
competition with rival bruiser—all served up like side 
dishes on a plate. Still, Scott gives this teddy-bear lug 
a consciousness, especially as Doug faces down a 
veteran hockey enforcer (nicely played by a 
handlebar-mustached Liev Schreiber) and 
the two beat the crap out of each other. 
When Seann William Scott uses his fists, 
he’s a star. (Also available on VOD) 


REVIEWS 


NOT RATED, 1 HR., 37 MINS. 


The German artist Gerhard Richter 
creates explosive psychedelic canvases 
in dense improvised layers. He's like a 
slow-motion action painter, using a 
giant homemade squeegee to cover 
what he's just painted (with the base 
colors peering through), and Corinna 
Belz’s documentary records his method 
with a kind of solemn excitement. It 
helps that Richter, filmed here in his 
late 70s, doesn't take his art so seriously 
that he ever forgets it’s really a form of 
play. The film is sketchy as biography, 
but it proves an aging artist can still 
crackle with the electricity of youth. 
—Owen Gleiberman 


PG, 1 HR., 30 MINS. 


The subtitle of this slick and 
exceedingly odd proselytizing tool— 
In Search of America’s National 
Treasure—conjures up images of 
Nicolas Cage poring over the 
Declaration of Independence. Instead, 
former Growing Pains star Kirk 
Cameron, a born-again evangelical 
Christian, takes the screen, talking 
with experts who back up his message 
(but none who might not) that the 
United States was founded as a 
Christian country and must abide by 
the Gospel to avoid ruin. Viewers who 
already agree will agree; those who 
don’t, won't. € —Lisa Schwarzbaum 


Michael C. Hall, Peter Fonda 
PG-13, 1 HR., 37 MINS. 


You can’t blame Michael C. Hall for 
wanting to squeeze in a movie during 
his Dexter hiatus. But surely he could 
have found something better than 

this. As scruffy East Village screwup 
Morris Bliss, Hall shares a grubby 
apartment with his disappointed father 
(Peter Fonda), gets involved with a 
stalkerlike 18-year-old (Brie Larson), 
and floats through his pointless days 
and nights like a helpless child prone to 
bad decisions. Michael Knowles’ aimless 
comedy is full of offbeat characters, but 
has surprisingly little on its mind. (Also 
available on VOD) € —Chris Nashawaty 


Krysten Ritter, Kate Bosworth 
R, 1 HR., 40 MINS. 


A night of unprotected sex leads 

to a life sentence of single-mom 
struggles in a mildly amusing indie 
that’s neither as funny nor as poignant 
as it wants to be. Krysten Ritter, the 
likably quirky raven-haired star of 
ABC's new series Don’t Trust the B---- 
in Apartment 23, gives this clichéd 
comedy some fizz, juggling an infant 
and a dead-end job walking dogs, all 
while envying her roommates’ (Kate 
Bosworth and thankless third wheel 
Rachel Bilson) carefree lives. It’s 

a trifle, but at least it doesn’t star 
Katherine Heigl. B-—Chris Nashawaty 


Clive Owen ' 


Intruders 


STARRING Clive Owen, 

Carice van Houten, Kerry Fox 
DIRECTED BY Juan Carlos Fresnadillo 
R, 1 HR., 40 MINS. 


In the effortful psychological thriller 
Intruders, an apparition of a faceless, hooded 
man—appropriately named Hollow Face— 
haunts a boy in Spain and a girl in London. 
The boy, Juan (Izan Corchero), is protected 
by his mother (Pilar Lopez de Ayala). The 
girl, Mia (Ella Purnell), is protected by Clive 
Owen as her father. (Dad appears to be more 
maternal than Mom, played by Carice van 
Houten.) What links the two terrified 
children turns out, in the way of less-than- 
inspired thrillers, to be uninteresting. This 
puts a crimp in Intruders’ ability to provide a 
satisfying scare. 

The filmmaking, though, is handsome 
and atmospheric, as Spanish director Juan 
Carlos Fresnadillo (who made the cool 
28 Weeks Later) plays with classic horror 
elements of rain, bony monster fingers, 
vertiginous camera angles, and assorted 
shout-outs to Pan’s Labyrinth. And Owen 
devotes himself to the horror-flick role of a 
father battling his daughter’s monsters with 
the same trademark efficiency and intensity 
he brings to every project, whether pulpy like 
Killer Elite or pure like Shadow Dancer. For 
no particular Rosemary’s Baby reason, Dad’s 
full name is John Farrow. So his daughter is 
Mia Farrow. That’s just kooky, not spooky. 
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REVIEWS MOVIES 


Who's Your 
Evil Queen? 


Two Snow White movies raced to the 
screen—and it turns out they don’t have 
much in common. —SARA VILKOMERSON 


~> MIRROR MIRROR 

RATED PG 

MARCH 30 

Tarsem Singh's (Immortals) light, 
music-infused, tongue-in-cheek take 
on the fairy tale has Julia Roberts 
vamping as the evil queen, Lily Collins 
as a wide-eyed Snow White, and 
Armie Hammer as the chiseled-jawed 
prince charming. “I! wanted to find 

a midway ground between my 
personal style and a sweet fantasy 
film,’ Singh tells EW. “At its heart, it 
really is a family film. | think it’s fun 
enough for everybody.” 


F Charlize Theion 


> SNOW WHITE AND THE HUNTSMAN 
NOT YET RATED 

JUNE 1 

This debut feature from director Rupert 
Sanders looks to put the grim back 

in the Grimm fairy tale, with Charlize 
Theron as the murderous queen, a 
morose Chris Hemsworth as the hunts- 
man, and a fierce-looking Kristen 
Stewart as Snow White. Sanders has no 
fear that the other Snow White movie 
will spoil his party: “They are for totally 
different audiences. | never thought 

for a minute that we'd be arriving at 
the same ball in the same ball gown.” 


The Chart 


THE TOP 20 Nonosss | "“Siresy” | Pensme | "Chance | Reuease |  rOoATE 
THE HUNGER GAMES $152.5 | 4137 | $36,871) — 1 | $1525 
21 JUMP STREET $205 | 3121 | $6559 | -44 2 | $702 


19 


20 


SOURCE: Rentrak Corporation; weekend of March 23-25, 2012 "Weekend-gross and gross-to-date figures in millions 
‘Includes some multiscreen theaters and prints shipped as well as individual screens 


BOX OFFICE 


The Hunger 
Games 


Records, records everywhere. 
The PG-13 dystopian action 
film scored the third-biggest 
debut ever, the top opening 
for a nonsequel, and the best 
start for any picture outside 
the summer movie season, 
Can you say “franchise”? 


The R-rated comedy became 
the go-to choice for anyone 
who didn’t want to visit Panem, 
and is currently outpacing 
Jonah Hill's 2007 hit Superbad. 


DR. SEUSS’ THE LORAX $13.2 | 3,677 | $3,585 | -42 4 $177.4 


JOHN CARTER $5.1 3,212 | $1,580 -63 3 $62.4 
Disney's sci-fi epic continued 

to drop at an alarming rate. In 
17 days, the $250 million film 
has earned less than The Hunger 
Games did its first day. 


ACT OF VALOR 


A THOUSAND WORDS 


PROJECT X 


OCTOBER BABY 

The pro-life indie drama, about 
a college student who discovers 
she's an abortion survivor, 
cracked the top 10 even though 
it opened in only 390 theaters. 


$4,352 


SAFE HOUSE $1.4 1,330 | $1,055 | -48 7 $122.6 

JOURNEY 2: THE MYSTERIOUS... $1,013 | -43 7 

CASA DE Mi PADRE $2,488 | -48 2 

THIS MEANS WAR $830 -54 6 

TYLER PERRY’S GOOD DEEDS a $1,374 5 $34.0 

THE VOW $0.8 1,258 | $669 7 $122.8 

FRIENDS WITH KIDS $0.8 555 | $1,482 3 $5.5 

SALMON FISHING IN THE YEMEN $0.7 124 | $5,666 3 $16 

SILENT HOUSE $0.6 1202 | $532 3 $12.0 

| 

JEFF, WHO LIVES AT HOME $0.6 254 $2,311 2 $18 

Like Friends With Kids, this 

R-rated comedy has struggled 

to find an audience even though 

it features well-known actors 

like Jason Segel, Ed Helms, Judy 

Greer, and Susan Sarandon. 

THE ARTIST $0.5 576 $824 18 $43.0 
— a | 

AGENT VINOD $0.4 122 | $3,500 1 $0.4 
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DVD«Downloads 


What movies to own, rent, and stream this week BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


Jack Nicholson in 
Chinatown 


Don’t 
Forget, It’s 


Roman Polanski’s 
timeless L.A. noir comes 
to Blu-ray at long last 


# 


S MORE and i> 
more Hollywood 
classics trickle 
onto Blu-ray, 
movie buffs have 
become obsessed 
with the back- 
catalog titles that 
are still missing. 

One that’s always hovered near the top 

of any wish list is Chinatown (1974, R, X 

2 hrs., 10 mins.). Well, good news. It’s 

finally here...and it looks amazing. Over the years, I’ve 

probably watched Roman Polanski’s hard-boiled L.A. noir 

a dozen times. Each time I do, Robert Towne’s flawless 

Oscar-winning detective story reveals unexpected layers 

of complexity and evil. It’s one of those rare puzzle-box 

mysteries where, even if you can’t work it all out, you trust 
that it all makes sense. And when you do finally solve it— 
for me, around the fifth viewing—it fills you with the 
giddy sense of accomplishment you get from polishing off 

a stubborn New York Times Sunday crossword. If that 

makes the film sound like work, I don’t mean it that way. 

It’s a kinky, sinister kick, mainly due to Jack Nicholson’s 

greatest performance ever. Having just finished The Last 

Detail, and with One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest on deck 

the following year, Nicholson was at the height of his 

’70s run. As L.A. cop-turned-private eye Jake Gittes, he’s 

smooth, cocky, and also a bit slow on the uptake. Hired to 

investigate the fishy death of a water-department engineer, 
he seems to get everything wrong before realizing that 
he’s being set up. What makes the movie such a wild ride 


“ 


is all of the wrong turns and blind alleys he’s led down 
before he stumbles into an oedipal freak show. As with 
any memorable detective, his Achilles’ heel is a woman. 
And not just any woman, but Faye Dunaway’s sultry and 
secretive widow, Evelyn Mulwray—the kind of smoky 
knockout who can’t be trusted and who has been catnip 
to gumshoes like Sam Spade and Philip Marlowe for ages. 
Still, she’s harmless compared with her creepy father, an 
amoral real estate mogul played by a deliciously depraved 
John Huston. Since Polanski is the man behind the 
camera orchestrating it all, the film’s iconic downbeat 
ending feels inevitable. It’s also the kind of finale that no 
one could get away with today. As for the ; 
they’re great—especially a commentary crammed with 
anecdotes and backstory from Towne and Chinatown 
fanatic David Fincher—but they’re not new. I don’t want 
to seem ungrateful, especially since I’ve been waiting for 
this Blu-ray for so long, but some fresh bonus goodies 
would have been welcome. Oh, well. To quote the film’s 
famous last line: Forget it, Jake. It’s Chinatown. 
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WATCH TV 
WITH 
EW EDITORS 


Experience Maviewer 


A new way to live chat about your favorite 
TV shows with the experts at Entertainment Weekly. 


ith editors | 
1 


and your friends 
EW.com 


Entertainment 
EW.com 9 ae ee E 


ADVERTISEMENT 


GAME OF THRONES" 
ULTIMATE EXPERIENCE 
SWEEPSTAKES 


Enter daily for a chance to win a 

4-day, 3-night Game of Thrones 

Ultimate Experience prize pack 
for you and a guest! 


GRAND PRIZE 


+ All-expense paid trip to Comic-Con® 2012 


+ Admission to the Game of Thrones Panel 


ADDITIONAL PRIZES 


+ 50 Game of Thrones: The Complete First 
Season DVDs 


+ 50 sets of the A Game of Thrones books* 


TO ENTER, VISIT: 
WWW.EW. COM/SWEEPS 


NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Purchasing does not improve your chances of winning. The Game of Re, ‘Ultimate Experience Sweep- 

stakes is open to legal residents of the 48 contiguous United States and the District tof Columbia (US), age 18 or older at time of entry. Void 
in AK, HI, outside the US, in Puerto Rico and where prohibited by law. Odds of winning will depend on the number of eligible entries re- 
ceived. Sweepstakes begins at 12:01AM ET on 03/20/12 and ends at 11:59PM ET on 04/16/12. For entry details see, www.ew.com/sweeps. 
Limit: one online entry per person or email address per day. Sponsor: Time Inc. HBO" is a registered service mark of Home Box Office, Inc. 


50 sets of George R.R. Martin's A Song of Ice and Fire series, including A Game of Thrones (all copies signed by the author), A Clash 
of Kings, A Storm of Swords, A Feast for Crows and A Dance with Dragons. 


od 


DIXON AND ALLEN: EVERETT COLLECTION; A NIGHT TO REMEMBER: RANK FILM DISTRIBUTORS OF AMERICA/PHOTOFEST; GIRLS JUST WANT TO HAVE FUN: NEW WORLD PICTURES/PHOTOFEST; MADONNA: TRUTH OR DARE: GLOBE PHOTOS; THE IRON LADY: ALEX BAILEY 


Jill Dixon and Ronald 
Allen; (above right) 


A Titanic Movie to 
Remember 


Before Rose and Jack, there was the 
superb drama Wight to Remember, 
now on Criterion Blu-ray 


April 14 marks the centennial of one of the 
most horrific and indelible tragedies of 
the modern age: the 1912 sinking of the 
unsinkable Titanic. So get ready to be inun- 
dated with round-the-clock TV specials 
and reams of commemorative books. Movie 
lovers won't be left out either, thanks to a 
3-D rerelease of James Cameron’s 1997 
epic (see story, page 12) and a Criterion 


Blu-ray upgrade of Roy Ward Baker’s 
A Night to Remember (1958, Not Rated, 
2 hrs., 3 mins.). Baker’s film wasn’t the 
first to dramatize the lives aboard the 
ill-fated White Star liner—Barbara 
Stanwyck boarded the ship in 1953’s 
memorable, if melodramatic, Titanic—but 
it is the best, due to its chilling minute-by- 
minute reenactment of the steamer’s 
final hours. Kenneth More is sobering 
as the second officer who bears witness to 
the catastrophe that brings out the best 
and worst in the passengers in first class. 
And while there isn’t any Kate-and-Leo 
love story or missing blue diamond or CGI, 
the film is powerful—nowhere more so 
than in the haunting scenes near the end 
when musicians play “Nearer, My God, 
to Thee” as the leviathan lists toward its 
fate. More powerful still is an archival 
interview with survivor Eva Hart on the 

, in which she recalls the ghastly 
screams she heard from her lifeboat, and 
the even ghastlier silence that followed. 


Dancing With the (Big-Haired 1980s) Stars 


We've all made some regrettable fashion choices, but at least ours weren't 
as public—and preserved—as Sarah Jessica Parker's and Helen Hunt's in Girls 
Just Want to Have Fun (1985, PG, 1 hr, 27 mins.). This before-they-were- 
famous teen comedy about two plucky pals trying to get on an American 


Bandstand-style show is 
no Footloose. But its 
synthy soundtrack, 
heated dance-offs, and 
Day-Glo leg warmers are 
guilty-pleasure pay dirt. 
A mouthy 14-year-old 
Shannen Doherty doesn’t 
hurt either. The Blu-ray 
could have used some 

, though. 
Preferably hosted by 
Nina Blackwood, 


Sarah Jessica Parker, 
Shannen Doherty, 
and Helen Hunt 


\\ 
PA 


MADONNA: TRUTH OR DARE 
(1991, R) The Material Girl 
exposes herself—this time, not 
literally—in Alek Keshishian's 
candid and catty doc about her 
1990 Blond Ambition tour. Blu- 
ray debut. (Also on iTunes) 


BEING ELMO (2011, PG) Whoopi 
Goldberg narrates this marvel- 
ous nonfiction profile of Kevin 
Clash, creator of and puppeteer 
behind the beloved and rather 
ticklish Sesame Street staple 
Elmo. (Also on iTunes) J 


WAR HORSE (2011, PG-13) 
Jeremy Irvine, Emily Watson 
Steven Spielberg tugs at the 
heartstrings with his moving, 
old-fashioned wartime drama 
about a boy and his heroic 
companion. (Also on iTunes) 


WE BOUGHT A Z00 (2011, PG) 
Matt Damon, Scarlett Johansson 
Damon plays a nice-guy 
widower who, with his kids, 
heals his heart in the company 
of animals. (Also on iTunes) 


THE MAN WHO FELL TO EARTH 
(1976, R) David Bowie, Candy Clark 
Nicolas Roeg’s surreal sci-fi 
head trip follows an innocent 
flame-haired alien (think Bowie 
cirea Station to Station) who 
travels to Earth and becomes 
obsessed with our vices, namely 
greed, television, and booze. 
(On Netflix instant viewing) 


THE IRON LADY (2011, PG-13) 
Meryl Streep, Jim Broadbent Streep 
is spot-on as Britain’s Margaret 
Thatcher. The rest of the film is 
less award-worthy. B 4/10 


INTO THE ABYSS (2011, PG-13) 
Werner Herzog's documentary 
digs into a Texas triple- 
homicide case and examines 
the thorny issue of capital 
punishment in America. C 4/10 


Most grades are from EW’'s reviews of 
the original theatrical release 
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Joel Kinnaman i ) 
and Mireille Enos wv, ‘ 


HE SAD DRIP-DRIP-DRIP of rainfall, gloomy 


e e rooms pierced by feeble shafts of lamplight, 
The Killin g voices kept mostly to hushed tones—welcome 
Fetch > = back to the exciting world of The Killing! You 
Premieres Sund ay, Apr ill, wouldn’t think a series that takes its pacing cues 
8p MN. from Seattle precipitation would be so...absorb- 
AMC ing. Yet The Killing exerts a hypnotic tug, an allure 
By Ken Tucker enhanced by the fascinating gaze of Mireille 
| Enos, who can stare off into the distance and convey an 
array of emotions: frustration, determination, guilt, guile, 
and damn-I-wish-I’d-worn-my-duck-boots-today regret. 
The Killing commenced its first season as another of 
AMC’s class acts, but ended in the pop culture doghouse, 
as many fans and some of my T'V-critic colleagues 
excoriated the series for not revealing who killed Rosie 
Larsen. I was, frankly, baffled by this hullabaloo. Since 
when is the dramatic arc of a show dictated by viewers’ 


W/E S134N3NDO ANVUS 


| 


62 | EW.COM April 6, 2012 


L THE KILLING: CAROLE SEGAL/AMC; SEGEL: SONJA FLEMMING/CBS; MOSS: FRANK OCKENFELS 3/AMC; MONDO: JOEY L/LIFETIME; CHENOWETH: BILL MATLOCK/ABC 


desires? Did I miss the memo saying that 
Rosie’s killer would be safely locked away in 
a mold-infested jail cell by the 13th episode? 
Nope: Showrunner Veena Sud said she’d 
always intended to wrap up Rosie's case at 
the end of the second season (and that Sud’s 
killer will be a different character from the 
one fingered on the Danish series upon 
which The Killing is based, Forbrydelsen). 

So I come to the new season nursing no 
grudges. That said, I was struck by how 
lugubrious much of the two-hour premiere 
proved to be. The series is locked into a 
structure where one episode equals one day 
of the investigation, and whenever Enos’ 
Linden isn’t chasing after clues, things can 
get banal. How many times do we have to 
see Linden’s son, Jack (Liam James), moan 
about how bored and hungry he is? (Jeez, 
she leaves that kid alone far too often.) How 
many long, reproachful stares is Brent 
Sexton’s Stan going to cast at the police 
department he blames for incompetence? 

The premiere reveals the fate of Billy 
Campbell’s politician Darren Richmond, 
last seen being approached by Stan’s friend 


“Baby, you're 
like 20 slutty 
chicks all rolled 
into one.” 


—Marshall (Jason Segel), 
attempting to swe 
Lily (Alyson Hant 
How | Met Yo 


t-talk 


“Men hate sur- 
prises. Didn’t 
you have Lucy 
in Canada?” 


—Peggy (Elisabeth Moss), 
to Megan (Jessica Paré), 
on Mad Men 


Belko (Brendan 
Sexton IID), who 

was carrying a gun. 
And we learn more 
about the motives 

of Linden’s shady- 
seeming partner, 
Holder, played by the 
wily Joel Kinnaman 
as Eminem with a 
badge. (Thus far miss- 
ing in action: Michelle 
Forbes’ Mitch, off 

on a head-clearing 
road trip.) Sud has 
said that much of this 
season “is about secrets of the past,” which 
sorta fills me with dread. What The Killing 
does not need are more reasons to pause 
and reflect and go over old ground, old mis- 
givings, old motives. The series needs to 
propel its mostly superb actors into action, 
to push the narrative forward. I’m not asking 
for The Killing to turn into Revenge, but it’d be 
nice if its protagonists didn’t stagger around 
like the damp walking dead. B 


“Does Liza 
Minnelli know 
you went 
through her 
wardrobe?” 


—Carlene (Kristin Chenoweth) 


(From left) Brent 
Sexton, Seth 
Isaac Johnson, 
and Evan Bird 


“Only one man 
does magic, 
and he’s from 
Jerusalem, not 
Hogwarts.” 
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REVIEWS TV 


=H 


Garrett Morris 
on 2 Broke Girls 


Le 


An Ex-SNL Star Breaks 
Out on 2 Broke Girls 


After years away from the spotlight, Saturday Night Live’s Garrett Morrisis 
back ona hit TV show. We talked to him about his drug habit, his comeback, 
and the controversial comedy on Girls. -BENJAMIN SVETKEY 


GARRETT MORRIS DOESN'T like to 
dwell on the past. In particular, he’s 
not crazy about discussing the years 
between 1975 and 1980. It’s not that 
he isn’t proud of his groundbreaking 
role as one of the original Not Ready 
for Prime Time Players in the first 
five seasons of Saturday Night Live. 
It’s just that some memories—like 
the invisible mind-controlling robot 
he thought was stalking him in his 
dressing room at Studio 8H—he’d 
rather forget. “I was doing a lot of 
drugs back then,” he says, relaxing 
with a self-rolled cigarette on the 
patio of a Hollywood jazz club. “I was 
freebasing cocaine. And when you 
freebase, you see all sorts of strange 
things crawling up the walls.” 


Happily, the wildest thing Morris 
does in his dressing room these days 
is nap. After three decades of bounc- 
ing between schlocky horror movies 
(like Severed Ties and Black 
Scorpion IT: Aftershock) and 
don’t-blink TV guest spots (on 
shows ranging from Diff’rent 
Strokes to Hill Street Blues), 
the 75-year-old Juilliard- 
trained actor is finally proving 
that he is indeed ready for 
prime time. He plays Earl, the 
charmingly rambunctious 
cashier on 2 Broke Girls, CBS’ 
raunchy hit sitcom about a 
couple of ambitious but cash- 
strapped waitresses (Kat 
Dennings and Beth Behrs). 


“Garrett brings a lot of history with 
him,” says executive producer 
Michael Patrick King (Sex and the 
City), explaining why he cast Morris. 
“He’s been around. That’s one of my 
favorite attributes about him. We can 
make jokes about his character getting 
fired from Earth, Wind & Fire, and 
you believe it. He feels authentic. More 
importantly, he’s an expert comic. He 
knows his way around a joke.” 

That expertise was underutilized 
by SNL’s early writers, which may be 
one of the reasons Morris spent so 
much time doing drugs and imagining 
invisible robots. Though he appeared 
in some classic skits—most notably 
as baseball player Chico Escuela 
(“Baseball been bery bery goo to me”) 
and as the newsreader for the hard 
of hearing on “Weekend Update”— 
he was more often given bits 
involving racial stereotypes, like the 
infamous “Tarbrush” sketch, an ad 
parody for a toothpaste that dulled 
African-Americans’ supposedly 
too-shiny teeth. (The bit got pulled— 
mercifully—at the last minute.) 
Thirty-five years later, Morris still 
has a knack for stepping into 
controversy; during CBS’ press tour 
in January, reporters pounced on 
2 Broke Girls for its edgy racial 
humor. “It’s just like Saturday Night 
Live,” he says. “I got at least three 
letters from the NAACP complain- 
ing about things on SNL. But I never 
saw it as racist,” he says, taking a 
last drag on his cigarette. “I just saw 
it as comedy.” & 
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IN HIS OWN WORDS 


Jeffrey Dean 
Morgan 


With his ’60s-set Starz drama 
Magic City about to premiere, 
EW asked the refreshingly self- 
aware Jeffrey Dean Morgan, 
45, toreminisce about a couple 
of his career-changing roles 
(like Grey’s Anatomy’s Denny 
Duquette)...along with some 
others he’d like to forget. 
LYNETTE RICE 


<—! si 


\cW inne 


WATCHMEN The Comedian 2009 

| read the first two pages of the script 
and I'm like, “I’m dead, man! | die on 
page 2!” But my agent said to just keep 
reading it. That was a hard movie to do 
because of the makeup and costume. | 
age from 17 to 60 in it! But that was a 
game changer as far as my movie career 
goes. Do | wish it made $900 million? 
Yeah, | do. But it wasn’t what movie 
fans were expecting, unless you were a 
fan of the Watchmen graphic novel. 


SUPERNATURAL 

John Winchester 2005-08 

it has a crazy fan base that refuses to let 
John Winchester go. It would make more 
sense to bring him back from the dead on 
a show called Supernatural than Grey's 
Anatomy, and Grey's managed to do it... 

| would never say no. Do | think it’s going 
to happen? | do not. But | would go back. 


ANGEL IN RED Sharkey 
1991 When | came to LA, 

| wasn’t an actor. | was just 
moving a friend here. But | 
met with a casting director 
and | thought, “Hey, I'll give 
itago.”| gotaleadina 
Roger Corman movie. | 
played a killer pimp. | didn’t 
know what a mark was, but 
| loved it. | felt like | found a 
grand purpose, and frankly, 
| got that movie so quick | 
thought [a career in acting] 
was going to be easy. “I got 
this f-ing wired! What's 


the struggle?” 

THE BURNING ZONE 
} Dj : Edward 1996-97 
de, j | __ Iplayeda virologist. We 
~ ae : did 10 episodes before 
MAGIC CITY Ike Evans PREMIERES APRIL 6 _ the creator [left the 
Ike is a family man. He's desperately in love with his wife. _  Show].!wentto the head 
But he also has this passion for this Miami hotel, and _ _ of the studio and told him 
because of that passion he makes some questionable | tof--- off, not thinking 
decisions. He becomes partners with a guy named the : _ they would get rid of me. 
Butcher [Danny Huston]. It turns out to bite him in the : They replaced me with 
ass. He thought he was going to haveasilent partnerhe = Bradford Tatum, who's 
could eventually buy out, but he’s not going to be silent. : nowinMagic City. 


GREY’S ANATOMY Denny Duquette 2006-09 
| Denny and Izzie were lightning in a bottle. 

| can’t remember a recent show where it 
caused such a reaction. Certainly [creator] 
Shonda Rhimes wasn’t aware, so in hindsight 
she probably wouldn't have killed me. She 
brought me back, for God’s sake! She called 
me in New York when | was on a movie. 

| said, “I'm dead! You know that, right?” But it 
was a no-brainer. If she called me today with 
anything, | would say yes. | will go to my 
grave knowing that Denny changed my life. 


STAR TREK: ENTERPRISE 
Xindi-Reptilian 2003 

| had to pay my bills. | knew I'd 
play some guy saying some 
stuff. Then | got a call saying | 
needed to go in for a prosthetic 
fitting. | remember them 
dripping goop on my face, and 
| had straws sticking out of my 
nose. | couldn’t eat lunch. | was 
claustrophobic. I'd go home in 
tears. This was the job that 
made me want to quit acting. 
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MUST WATCH OF THE WEEK 


David Boreanaz and 
Emily Deschanel 


Bones 


MONDAY, APRIL 2 | 8-9PM | FOX | TV-14-DLSV © 


| Following a three-month hiatus, Booth (David 
SERIES 
Ja" Boreanaz) and Brennan (Emily Deschanel) are 


back on a new night and with a new addition—their baby 
girl. Originally, producers thought Brennan would run off to 
South America to give birth with a tribe whose ritual she 
admired, and Booth would spend the episode trying to find her. 
“Even for Brennan, that’s a little bit insensitive,” says creator 
Hart Hanson. Instead, after Brennan goes into labor while 
they’re investigating a murder at a prison, Booth has to 
deliver the baby himself in an unexpected location. “The fans 
have been waiting seven years for this moment,” says exec 


A DAY-TO-DAY 
GUIDE TO 
NOTABLE 
PROGRAMS* 


By Jessica Shaw 


Tony Lucca 


The Voice 

NBC, TV-PG-L & 

You can now cheer for Christina, Blake, Adam, and 
Cee Lo (and maybe Purrfect the cat) twice a week. 
Starting tonight, there will be live performances 
on Mondays and elimination results on Tuesdays. 
That means another full hour devoted to scream- 
ing for ex-Mouseketeer Tony Lucca, watching 
Alicia Keys wish good luck to Jermaine Paul, and 
trying to figure out what exactly crazy warrior- 
princess Erin Martin is doing. Bonus points for 
finally seeing the coaches wear different clothes. 
We were beginning to think Christina’s black 

hat was a satellite dish broadcasting subliminal 
messages to America. —Melissa Maerz 


Dancing With the Stars 
ABC, TV-PG-L ta Y 
I'm kind of proud that my 
spell-check now recognizes 
the word Chmerkovskiy. 
Thanks, Maks and Val! 


American Masters 

PBS, TV-PG fa) 
Back-to-back specials on 
Gone With the Wind 
author Margaret Mitchell 
and To Kill a Mockingbird 
author Harper Lee. That's 
right: What to Watch likes 
to be literary every now 
and again. “check local listings 


EASON PREMIERE 


“i 


Adventure Time 

Cartoon, TV-PG & 

The season 4 premiere 
of this inspired ‘toon 
about a boy and his 
precocious dog is as 
colorful, clever, and 


“I think it was because David forgot a line.” —Mandi Bierly 


producer Stephen Nathan. The baby, meanwhile, was much 
less patient. “It did pee on both David and Emily,” says Nathan. 


NCAA Division | Men’s unpredictably funny 
Basketball Championship as ever. Tonight finds 
CBS fa hero Finn tragically 
Will the finals come down in love with a girl on 
to aclose fourth quarter? fire—but think less 


No! ‘Cause there isn’t one! 
See? | know my college 
basketball. 


Katniss, more actual 
flames...with lipstick. 
B —Marc Snetiker 
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TIMES ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


of a public person in 


GIULIANA & BILL: JEFF LIPSKY/THE STYLE NETWORK; BEST FRIENDS FOREVER: BRIAN BOWEN SMITH/NBC 


to colleges across the 


has sharp writing and endearing characters. You 


TV WHATtoWATCH 


L 2 —y ——— ee 

8-9PM SERIES FINALE 

The Biggest Loser 7 eaten and 8-10PM 

NBC, TV-PG-L £2 One Tree Hill 

First Lady Michelle Obama The CW 

invites the makeover- After nine seasons, Tree 

bound contestants to the Hill, N.C, heads to the 

White House. I'm guessing great unemployment line 

the pastry chef won't in the sky, where it will 

be asked to join that party. no doubt be saving a place 

for Wisteria Lane. 
9-9:31PM 
a New Girl SEASON FINALE 

SEASON PREMIERE Fox, TV-14-DLV co 9:31-10PM 
8-9PM Winston can’t handle Happy Endings 
Giuliana & Bill being the only one who Al i! i ABC ED 
Style, TV-PG fa knows about Cece and “= : 4 Brian Austin Green guest- 
Giuliana Rancic’s Schmidt doing the nasty. 8:30-9PM stars as Chris, a hottie 
breast-cancer battle Dude, | wouldn't complain. Best Friends Forever Penny meets at a wedding. 
has been well docu- It’s by far the best story NBC, TV-14-DL fa But you know his inner DJ 
mented, so you'd line your character has If there are only seven basic plots in David Silver was secretly 
think a fifth-season had in seven months. literature, there are even fewer hoping he was one of the 
premiere that follows possible sitcom premises, and “wacky members of May's all-male 
the E! anchor as she SERIES DEBUT cohabitation” is among the most overused. Luckily, Madonna cover band. 


learns of her diagnosis 11-11:30PM NBC's midseason single-camera series—about a 

would feel too familiar Savage U newly separated woman (Jessica St. Clair) who SEASON PREMIERE 
to truly sting. Rather, MTV, TV-14 oa moves in with her best friend (Lennon Parham) 10-11PM 

it’s an emotionally The It Gets Better Project and her friend’s long-term boyfriend (Luka Jones)— Toddlers & Tiaras 
wrenching portrayal creator Dan Savage travels doesn’t need a shockingly original setup when it TLC, TV-PG fa 


Things are especially tense 


free fall, and a love country to talk about sex have no idea how nice it is to see a realistically at a New York-themed 
story between a and relationships. From portrayed couple tolerating each other’s foibles pageant between Paisley, 
husband and wife sex columnist to TV host? instead of some snarkily disputatious marriage of 3, Isabella, 5, and their 
whose lives took a Apparently it’s gotten a lot plot convenience. That alone makes this a show | mothers, who are old 
terrifying turn. B+ better for him. want to be friends with. B+ —Keith Staskiewicz enough to know better. 


oS 43 

=. 

) NEW FROM NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR 

z . @ 
Pig \) QUICKSILVER 
Tea, . TIMES 
Notaayes . sHE NEW YORK 
> J Bae Mystery, romance, and psychic 
> © j { D YAN suspense combine in this gripping bestselling novel. 
< 
$ “A wickedly witty, mercurial tale, 
A - kK filled with [Quick's] own sexy brand of humor-laced sensuality." —Library Journal 
S . i@ “ one: * " 
Q 4 sy Dark, chilling... engrossing. -miawest Book Review 
a A 7 \ | “Brimming with suspense 
a <2 | and combustible passion.” -sooniist 
a (S VE R ; 
P/ First 4S} L 
time in nN UIC KSI novel) 
+ paperback py) ~~ ARCANE Pa 

x 3 
es SR esas Bias krentz-quick.com Ei jayneannkrentz Don't miss CRYSTAL GARDENS, 
a rinse ), on sale April 24 in hardcover 


aa - <A Penguin Group (USA) Company (0) penguin.com 


from G.P. Putnam's Sons. 
3 


TV WHATtoWATCH 


The Pauly D Project 
MTV, TV-14-L 
The central joke of 


the self-glorifying 
cast members were 
never as cool as they 
thought they were. 
Alas, this Joey-ish 
spin-off is pure 


episode argues that 
Pauly D is a great DJ, 


son, and a hedonistic 
lady-killer. Maybe 
Mr. D really is the 
coolest man alive, 
but his show is DOA. 
F —Darren Franich 


Jersey Shore was that 


hagiography. Tonight's 


a good friend, a loving 


The Big Bang Theory 
CBS 

Holy gravitational singular- 
ity and general relativity! 
Stephen Hawking guest- 
stars as himself! 


God Is the Bigger Elvis 
HBO, TV-G ED 

An Oscar-nominated short 
documentary about a former 
costar of Elvis Presley's who 
became a nun. And not the 
singing, Sound of Music kind. 


Grey’s Anatomy 

ABC Ea 

Tragedy potential: A lion 
breaks loose in Seattle. Epic 
tragedy potential: Lexie 
overhears Mark talking 
about moving in with Julia. 


Tent City 

OWN, TV-PG-L fa 

Adoc about a self-governed 
tent city in Nashville. How 
long before Mark Burnett 
pitches Tent? (That's what 
she said.) 


A treat for your sweet tooth. Or your chocolate, caramel 


Like us on 


®/TM trademarks © Mars, !ncorp 


Henry lan Cusick and 
Kerry Washington 


Scandal 
ABC, TV-1450 

Kerry Washington stars as Olivia 
Pope, the supercompetent head of a 

D.C.-based crisis-management firm, 
overseeing a superefficient squad. The team, 
which includes Lost’s Henry lan Cusick, helps 
people with problems that could cause super- 
scandals. They’re trained in the law, but much 
hipper: “Law firms are for pansies,” says Cusick. 
As created by Shonda Rhimes, Pope is over-the- 
top confident, except in matters of the heart; her 
motley crew of loyal helpers is similarly talented 
and emotionally fragile. In other words, it’s a 
political variation on Rhimes’ Grey’s Anatomy. 
At once cynical and softhearted, Scandal is a 
nighttime soap less believable than Private 
Practice. Good acting, though. €+ —Ken Tucker 


APRIL 6 


Who Do You Think You Are? 
NBC, TV-PG 5) 
Tonight's genealogy 
subject is Edie Falco, 
who traces her roots 
back to Milwaukee. 


Are Laverne and \ =, 


Squiggy her great- ss 
grandparents? 


The Finder 

Fox, TV-14-DLV f) 

50 Cent (using his I’m an 
actor, not a rapper! name, 
Curtis Jackson) guest- 
stars as music mogul Big 
Glade, a character clearly 
thought up by a writer 
who was wiping downa 
dining-room table. 


Blue Bloods 

CBS 

A 12-year-old boy talks 
Danny into reopening a 
closed case about an NYC 
firefighter who committed 
suicide. Next week: Danny 
is talked into spending 

his salary on candy bars 
and videogames. 
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HOLY FLYING CIRCUS: COLIN HUTTON; THE BIG C: DAVID M. RUSSELL/SHOWTIME 


(From left) StevePunt, Phil Nichol; Charles 
Edwards, Tom Fisher, and Darren Boyd 


Holy Flying Circus 

Ovation, TV-14 ft 

“Hi. My name is Jesus. Most of what you are 
about to see never actually happened. It’s largely 
made up. Much like the Bible.” So begins Holy 
Flying Circus, a sharply written, hilariously pro- 
fane “docudrama” about how the Monty Python 
troupe grappled with the controversy surround- 
ing their 1979 religious satire Life of Brian. This 
film (unsanctioned by the Pythons) is inventively 
Python-esque in tone and provocation—a plethora 
of trademark gags are artfully appropriated—and 
finds relevance in roasting the media for the way 
they stoke and exploit uncivil discourse. Bonus 
points for staging an argument between John 
Cleese (Darren Boyd) and Michael Palin (Charles 
Edwards) as a saber duel between action figures. 
Also, Jesus farts. A- —Jeff Jensen 


The Big C 
Showtime, TV-MA £2 
Like its cancer-battling protagonist 
Cathy Jamison (Laura Linney), 
The Big C has survived despite a 
tough road. Fans who stuck around for season 2 
saw the series mature from a glib comedy into the 
show it was meant to be: a 
human drama full of pointed, 
humor about cancer victims 
and their families. Tonight's \ 
season 3 opener backslides a 
bit into tired first-season silli- 
ness when Andrea (Gabourey 
Sidibe) returns from Ghana with 
anew African name, Ababuo. 
But things improve when 
Cathy’s slacker brother, Sean 
(ohn Benjamin Hickey), steps 
up as “guardian buddy” to 
Adam (Gabriel Basso) in the 
event that he ends up 
parentless. Speaking 
of which, we know 
what you're 
wondering: Is 
Paul (Oliver 
Platt) really 
dead? Don’t 
worry. You'll find 
out in the first 
three minutes. 
B+ —Stephan Lee 


Titanic: The Final Word 
With James Cameron 

Nat Geo, TV-PG £3 

To mark the 100th anniver- 
sary of the Titanic sinking, 
James Cameron interviews 
engineers, naval architects, 
and historians about how 
the ship went down. Did he 
forget about that whole 
iceberg scene in the movie? 


SERIES DEBUT 


The Client List 

Lifetime, TV-14-DLS fa 
Jennifer Love Hewitt plays a 
Texas housewife who takes 
ajob at a day spa where 
some of her co-workers are, 
shall we say, on the “happy 
endings” end of the spa 
spectrum. And by that | 
don’t mean they're a bunch 
of kooky friends in Chicago. 


Leave It to Niecy 

TLC, TV-PG 

Niecy Nash’s mom, Miss 
Margaret, gets a man for 
Christmas. Best of all, he’s 
not even wearing a red suit. 


or nougat tooth. 


Life’s Better The (Milky Wayjpp 


—— 


The Return 
Of Boy 


Bands 


They sing! They sell! They use 
hair gel! A look at the massive 
new tween-pop juggernaut—and 
why adults are loving it too. 


By Melissa Maerz 
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One Direction 


AAAAHHHHH!!!! THAT’S the sound of 
approximately 8 zillion teenage girls 
screaming their little lungs out, all because 
five adorable guys with fancy accents just 
launched a new British invasion. 

Earlier this month, One Direction became 
the first U.K.-based group in history to debut 
their first album at No. 1in the US., a feat that 

not even the Beatles could match. Then again, the Beatles 
never had the chance to audition individually on England’s 
X Factor, as 1D (their preferred abbreviation) did before 
following Simon Cowell’s suggestion that they join together. 
If there’s anyone left in America who hasn’t yielded to the 


nah-nah-nah-nahs of their gushy pop hit “What Makes You 
Beautiful,” well, it’s only a matter of time. 
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3 
The Wagted 


1D arrived on the scene just as fellow U.K.- 
sprung heartthrobs The Wanted hit the top five 
with their Ibiza party jam “Glad You Came.” 
Meanwhile, Nickelodeon stars Big Time Rush 
sold out a recent U.S. concert and performed 
Beatles songs—ah, the circle of boy-band life!— 
for more than 4 million television viewers in 
this month's Big Time Movie. (Nickelodeon also 
just signed a development deal with 1D.) 

The parents who carpooled to that concert 
are no doubt having flashbacks to the 1990s, 
when Backstreet Boys and *NSYNC ruled the 
charts. Kiddie pop’s target demographic of 5- 
to 13-year-olds grew by more than 3.2 million 
that decade. But we regularly get another 
boy-band boom every 10 years or so: The ’80s 
introduced New Edition and New Kids on 
the Block, the ’90s heralded BSB, *NSYNC, 
and 98 Degrees, the 00s brought the Jonas 
Brothers. Now this decade is getting its own. 


The Ultimate Boy-Band Playlist 


It may not have become a popular term until the Britney ’n’ Backstreet-mad '90s, but boy bands have been around for decades. 
Below, a highly subjective list of the most delicious dozen—plus one very meta bonus track. —Leah Greenblatt 


This latest round of boy-bandemonium can 
be explained, at least in part, by the fact that 
teens and parents are starting to share their 
tastes. Back in 2009, Nickelodeon surveyed 
some 5,000 grandparents, parents, and 
kids online, and came up with a surprising 
conclusion in its study “The Family GPS”: 
New cultural attitudes, technology, and the 
economy are drawing families—and their 
entertainment choices—closer together. In 
other words, yesterday’s New Kids fans are 
today’s “Directioners,” as 1D’s followers call 
themselves. And the bands are catering to 
these new listeners. 1D are getting airplay on 
adult-contemporary stations, and The Wanted 
discussed their love of champagne on Chelsea 
Lately (don’t worry, they’re all of age). 1D’s 
18-year-old moppet Harry, who just broke up 
with 32-year-old TV host Caroline Flack, 
says he loves dating women his mum’s age. 
(The Tumblr Cougars41D suggests that the 
feeling’s mutual.) It’s a fantasy that mothers 
can share with their kids: five lads who remind 
them what it’s like to be a flirty Top 40-loving 
teenager, but who are just polite enough not 
to threaten their daughters. And if one of 
these lads happens to like older women, all 
the better. Yes, they’re boy bands now—but 
they’ll be man bands soon. 


j 


Chris Hemsworth 


“My cousin, who 
was educating me 
on heavy metal, 
bought it for me. 
| remember at the 
age of 11 pulling 
something in 
my neck from 
headbanging— 

being kind of | 
semi-paralyzed 
from trying to 
mosh and outdo 
each other.” 


1.“ WANT IT THAT WAY” 
Backstreet Boys (1999) Which 
way? That way! The swoony 
uberballad that made BSB the 
fire, the one desire of countless 
girls (and some giddy boys, too). 
2. “1 WANT YOU BACK” The 
Jackson 5 (1969) Our first intro- 
duction to a tiny wonder named 
Michael—and a song so classic, 
it totally transcends the genre. 


3. “BYE BYE BYE” “NSYNC 
(2001) Parting is such sweet 
sorrow! (Said young Timberlake, 
to his Shirley Temple curls.) 


4, “DAYDREAM BELIEVER” 
The Monkees (1967) Oh, what 
can it mean, to be the patron 
saint of sleepy Jeans and home- 
coming queens? Only the very 
first boy band knows for sure. 


5. “HANGIN’ TOUGH” New 
Kids on the Block (1989) Tough 
like a basket of puppies—except 
maybe Donnie Wahlberg; he 
was pretty much born with a 


6. “IF IT ISN'T LOVE” 
New Edition (1988) After 
Bobby Brown went solo 
but before Bell Biv’d 
away with DeVoe, they 
gifted us this perfect 
soul-pop sugar rush. 


7, “MMMBOP” 
Hanson (1997) 
Do bop/ 
Dooba dop 
ba do bop/ 
Dooba dop 
ba do bop/ 
Do ba do. 
Yeah! 


8. “SUMMER GIRLS” LFO 
(1999) They were Lyte, they 
were Funky, they loved the girls 
who wear Abercrombie & Fitch in 
the summer (..in the summer). 


9. “BACK FOR GOOD” Take 
That (1995) As close to 
stately as a boy band ever 
got, with swirling strings and 
pretty falsetto and the 
(possibly mimed) 
playing of their 
own instruments. 
10, “BURNIN’ 
UP” Jonas 
Brothers 
(2008) 
They are 
so hot for 
you, girl, 
they are 
burning! 


They are lava! Actually, they 
might want to go see a doctor. 


11. “GIVE ME JUST ONE NIGHT 
(UNA NOCHE)” 98 Degrees 
(2000) Slinky tribute to a love so 
overwhelming and internacional, 
it must be sung in Spanglish—by 
four nice guys from Ohio. 


12. “ALL OR NOTHING” O-Town 
(2001) The highest-charting hit 
of the original Diddy-overlorded 
Making the Band crew, though 
sadly, the public soon chose 
“nothing” over “all.” 


BONUS! “YOU + ME = US 
(CALCULUS)” 2gether (2000) 
Mind-bending heart math from 
the Stephen Hawkings of fake 
boy-banddom. (See their self- 
titled MTV movie satire.) Also? 
This song might be amazing. 


(From left) Jordan Knight, Justin 
Timberlake, and Davy Jones 


April 6, 2012 EW.COM | 71 


REVIEWS MUSIC 


SINGLES SWAP 


EW recommends songs similar to the ones you already love 


THE KILLERS 
“Read My Mind” 
Vegas rockers smartly split the difference 
between “rhinestone” and “cowboy.” 


Ad 


ALICIA KEYS ZZ WARD 
“Karma” “Better Off Dead” 
Displeased R&B goddess schools bad boy- Throaty chanteuse fronts deep-soul fierce- 
friend with Eastem philosophy, angry violins. ness, flies a little closer to the sanitarium. 


DRY THE RIVER 
“New Ceremony” 
Brits display similar gift for hooky, expansive 
alienation—plus pretty harmonies. 


SKRILLEX RUSKO 
“Scary Monsters and Nice Sprites” “Somebody to Love” 
Grammy-anointed king of brostep U.K. dance-scene vet brings actual warm 
unleashes skittering sonic beasties. blood to wonky-robot bangers. 


COLBIE CAILLAT 
“Brighter Than the Sun" 
Golden-haired songbird’s endless-summer 
jangle doubles as Zoloft substitute. 


TYRONE WELLS 
“Freedom” 
LA. folk-popper brings less coiffing, 
same handclappy joyful noise, 


THE GO-GO’S 
“Can't Stop the World” 
Eighties idols sneak surf rock, subversive 
thoughts under sugary pop surface. 


THE SHONDES 
“Are You Ready” 
Brooklyn foursome supplies more giddy 
garage melodics, with Sleater-Kinney twist. 


QUICK TAKES 


Odd Future 
The OF Tape, Vol.2 
HIP-HOP (ODD FUTURE) 

——— When this Cali 

| crew first 

| EP blazed onto the 

betes: scene in 2011, 

they straddled 

the line between scary public 
enemy and media darling. Their 
latest suggests they've chosen a 
side—or at least it’s chosen them. 
“Still suicidal,” the group's 
de facto leader Tyler, the Creator 
raps, “but some assume that I’m 
cool now/Because | got a f---ing 
award in my room now.” Robbed 
of their outsider status, the 
boys swap horror for hormones, 
giddily trading tall tales and witty 
obscenities. For better or worse, 
OF might actually be growing up. 
B= —Ray Rahman 


Wilson Phillips 
Dedicated 


POP (SONY) 


The SoCal-pop 
scions got a 
boost last year 
belting their 
early-90s 
karaoke classic “Hold On” at the 
end of Bridesmaids. Unfortu- 
nately, this ho-hum tribute to 
Beach Boy Brian Wilson (dad of 
Carnie and Wendy) and Mama 
and Papa Michelle and John 
Phillips (parents of Chynna) 
doesn't really reward the fresh 
attention: You've probably heard 
more inspired takes on “California 
Dreamin’” and “God Only Knows” 
at your local open-mic night. 
Only ana cappella “Good 
Vibrations’ is likely to give any- 
one excitations. C —Mikael Wood 


~» BEST TRACKS: Feel-good Oldie | > BEST TRACKS: Good Vibrations 

* Spooky NY (Ned Flander) * Pretty Don’t Worry Baby 

The Mars Volta Dr. John 

Noctourniquet Locked Down 

ROCK (WARNER BROS.) R&B (NONESUCH) 
Prog-rock has At 71, this 
always hada New Orleans 
coolness prob- R&B legend 
lem. For every hardly needs 
killer lick like help finding 


Rush's “Tom Sawyer,” there are 
countless bits of solo wankery 
and unnecessary rhythmic 
shifts. The Mars Volta recognize 
this, which is why 2009's 
Octahedron found them sand- 
ing down some of their rougher 
edges in favor of smoother 
songcraft. Their newest includes 
surprisingly sweet harmonies 
(“Lapochka”) and dynamic 
choruses (“Dyslexicon”). But 
that's not to say they've gone 
pop—Noctourniquet still packs 
enough sonic buzz saws to 
liquefy an ox. B+ —Kyle Anderson 
> BEST TRACKS: Trippy In 
Absentia * Surging Dyslexicon 


the funk. But there’s no denying 
the vintage voodoo—or the 
palpable disgust—the Doctor 
summons with Dan Auerbach 
of the Black Keys, who pro- 
duced Locked Down following 
an onstage jam at last year’s 
Bonnaroo festival in Tennessee. 
On “Revolution,” John bemoans 
the “dumb moves of money” 
over a rich retro-soul groove, 
while the percolating “Ice Age” 
imagines the KKK and the 

CIA “playin’ in the same cage.” 
A= —Mikael Wood 

+ BEST TRACKS: Guitar-heavy 
You Lie * Smartly swinging 

Big Shot 
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ON MY iPOD 


Peter Facinelli 


The newly single actor, 38, plays the Twilight series’ 


Carlisle Cullen and also stars on Nurse Jackie (returning 


April 8 at 9 p.m. on Showtime). -SANDRA GONZALEZ 


> EMINEM "NOT AFRAID” “His lyrics are so powerful. 
When you go through life, you hit certain roadblocks; 
he’s not afraid to keep moving forward.” 


+> BOB DYLAN “HOUSE OF THE RISING SUN” “I’ve had it 
on my iPod for a long time, but | think | really started 
playing it when we were doing Breaking Dawn in 
Louisiana. Bob Dylan, to me, can’t do anything wrong. 
This song's not his, but his voice is so distinct that it 
washes away everyone else’s version.” 


> MATTHEW PERRYMAN JONES “SAVE YOu” “He's not 
hugely known. But | [wrote, produced, and starred in] 
this movie Loosies and discovered him when | was 
looking for music for it, even though we didn’t end 
up putting him on the soundtrack. And maybe I’m a 
hopeless romantic, but he has really cool love songs. 
It’s a good contrast to the Eminem song. [Laughs]” 


> ADELE “SET FIRE TO THE RAIN" “I love any Adele 
song, but I’ve listened to all the other ones so much 
that I’ve moved on to this one right now. There’s 
not one bad song on her album. She's got the whole 
package—her lyrics, her vocals, the melodies.” 


ALSO AVAILABLE: SINGLES 


NICK! MINAJ FEAT. 

CHRIS BROWN 

“RIGHT BY MY SIDE” 

Nicki loves to play dress-up, 
but it’s been a while since 
we've seen her do R&B Barbie. 
Luckily, the costume still fits. 
She's even invited Breezy to 
the tea party, and their verses 
are as catchy and clean as the 
song's radio-ready hook. 

A= —Ray Rahman 


BECK “LOOKING FOR A SIGN” 
The elusive post-folk 
maestro (he hasn't 
released a new 
studio album since 
2008) dusts off his 
harmonica, banjo, and 
airy falsetto for the 
lo-fi Jason Segel mope-com 
Jeff Who Lives at Home. His 
soundtrack contribution oozes 
gorgeously aching angst, 
delivered from the front porch 
at the end of the world. A- 
—Kyle Anderson 


JUSTIN BIEBER “BOYFRIEND” 
Like the Other Justin (that is, 
Mr. Timberlake), Biebs is gradu- 
ating from teen-heartthrob 
status by courting hip-hop fans. 
On the first single from his 
upcoming Believe, he raps over 
a Ying Yang Twins-indebted 
hook before an acoustic guitar 
cuts in to mix a little sweet- 
ness with the swagger. Need 
proof that he’s all grown up? 
He promises to take you girls 
out for fondue. Sophisticated! 
B+ —Melissa Maerz 


PITBULL “BACK IN TIME” 

As soundtrack songs for the 
Men in Black series go, this 
party-rap clunker built on a 
sample of Mickey & Sylvia's 
“Love |s Strange” stands far 
above Will Smith's “Black Suits 
Comin’ but well short of his 
“Men in Black” (and nowhere 
close to Huey Lewis’ Back to 
the Future theme of the same 
name). B= —Kyle Anderson 


EDWARD SHARPE & 

THE MAGNETIC ZEROS 
“MAN ON FIRE” 

Alex Ebert's bearded cult- 
leader alter ego continues his 
psychedelic stroll through the 
sunbaked ‘60s on this warm 
folk jaunt. With its summery 
strumming, “Fire” gives off 
serious “no shoes, no shirt, 
no problem” vibes. B+ 
—Ray Rahman 


ON LATE-NIGHT & 
TALK SHOWS 


APRIL 2 


The Tonight 
Show With 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
ELI YOUNG BAND 


APRIL3 


Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
DR. JOHN WITH 
DAN AUERBACH 


APRIL 4 


Conan 
HEARTLESS BASTARDS 


With Jay Leno 


The Late Show With 
David Letterman 
NICK] MINAJ 


The View 


Jimmy Kimmel Live! 
LIONEL RICHIE WITH 
BILLY CURRINGTON 


APRIL 5 


Live! With Kelly 
MELANIE 


The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show 
RASCAL FLATTS 


Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 
WALK THE MOON 


The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno 
GRACE POTTER & 
THE NOCTURNALS 


APRIL 6 


The Tonight Show 
With Jay Leno 


The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show 
COLBIE CAILLAT AND 


COMMON 
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THE 
BEGINNER’S 
GOODBYE 


A NOVEL 


TYLER ‘ 


Goodbye 


Anne Tyler 
NOVEL 
By Karen Valby 


—— — 


The Beginner’s 


HERE’S A TEMPTATION at the start of any 
Anne Tyler novel to be so lulled by her soothing 
voice and cozy descriptions of domestic life 
that you assume you can settle in for an easy 
read. That's a mistake, of course, as the prolific 
novelist has made an extraordinary career out of 
exploring the toughest themes. In The Beginner’s 
Goodbye, her subject is grief. A man’s wife returns 
from the dead in the very first sentence, her same stolid, 
sensibly dressed self appearing at his side on the street. 
Later we learn that they had quarreled one evening, both 
having retreated irritably to their separate rooms, when an 
oak tree smashed through their roof and killed her. “I can’t 
do this,” Aaron says of surviving loss. “I don’t know how.” 
Aaron continues accepting without question when 
Dorothy materializes outside their battered house or at the 
farmers’ market. And since Tyler isn’t preoccupied with 
whether her visits are real or Aaron is just nuts, neither are 
we. (This reader found herself more incredulous over a 
35-year-old man saying “my golly” and “good heavens.” Bless 
Tyler for her teapot vernacular, but a little goes a long way.) 
Tyler’s slim, elegant novel is not on the surface a 
suspenseful one. Aaron moves in with his hovering sister. 
He returns to work at the family publishing house— 
whose specialty is beginner’s guides to life—and endures 
the attentions of his delightfully quirky colleagues. He 
aches to share the minutiae of mourning with Dorothy, 
though sharing was never their strong suit. “That was 
one of the worst things about losing your wife, I found: 
your wife is the very person you want to discuss it all 
with.” Aaron is Tyler’s 
beginner, a man crippled 
in more ways than one. 
But her portrayal of his pain 
and clumsy resilience is 
beautifully intricate. By 
the exquisitely romantic 
emotional climax, Aaron’s 
ordinary life has bloomed 
into an opera. Bt 


THE OPENING LINE 

“The strangest 

thing about my 
wife’s return 


from the dead was 
how other 
people reacted.” 
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CLEGG: CHRISTIAN HANSEN 


Bill Clegg 


An Author Chronicles 
Hope After Addiction 


In Bill Clege’s best-selling 2010 memoir, Portrait ofan Addict as a Young 
Man, herecalled how crack cocaine destroyed his life. Now, in Ninety Days, 
the book agent, 41, describes what happened next. —CLARK COLLIS 


In Ninety Days you catalog your 
attempts to stay sober after rehab. 
Was writing that a different experi- 
ence from penning Portrait of an Addict 
as a Young Man, which dealt with 
your days as a regular crack user? 
The second book bloomed out of the 
writing of the first. When I finished 
Portrait I didn’t have that sense of 
completion. So I just didn’t stop. 
When I finished Ninety Days I felt 
finished. But there are miserable 
moments in both. There was plenty 
of misery to spread around. 

Near the start of the book you recall 
how, after leaving rehab, you owed 
money to drug dealers. They seem to 
have been very patient about you 
paying them. | expected a chapter in 
which you got your kneecaps broken. 
Me too. Well, I didn’t expect a 
chapter—I just expected my kneecaps 
to be broken. But these dealers are 
used to seeing people hit bottom 

and then clean up and then buy more 
drugs. Nine times out of 10, they’re 


going to be repaid because somebody 
who owes them money is going to call 
them for drugs. 

Ninety Days opens with a Henry 
Miller quote: “Forget yourself.” Why? 
My experience is that alcoholics and 
addicts suffer from an exaggerated 
self-consciousness. People deal with 
that anxiety with alcohol and drugs. 
All that worry lifted when I became 
involved with other alcoholics and 
addicts who were in recovery. That’s 
what that quote speaks to. 

Near the end of the book you 

finally achieve 90 days of sobriety. 
May | ask how long you have 

been sober now? 

As it says in the book, after five and a 
half years, I drank. That was after 
being away from New York for a 
month, without the community of 
my sober friends. I was in a hotel 
alone and I picked up a glass of vodka. 
I didn’t do drugs. I came back to New 
York and immediately resumed going 
to meetings. It’s been, like, a year. 


written! Below are some of the buzziest 


REVIEWS BOOKS 


Celebrity 
Memoir Alert 


Books by famous people—you keep 
buying them, so they keep getting 


new offerings. -STEPHAN LEE 


BOTH OF US: 
MY LIFE WITH FARRAH 
(MAY 1) 
Paper Moon actor Ryan O'Neal 
reminisces about his famously 
fraught relationship with 
Charlie's Angels star Farrah Faw- 
cett, who died of cancer in 2009. 


Hdiky Tonk Girl 
Baya) a0 
mils! & 

1 Sand 
a 


coe lt) am 
ee “Loretta Lynn} 


HONKY TONK GIRL 
(APRIL 3) 

Country legend Loretta Lynn 
told her rags-to-riches story 
in1976’s Coal Miner’s Daughter. 
Her new book combines 
lyrics with the real-life stories 
that inspired them. 


ie Gil Wal 


KS 


Into a Bar 1 ie 


GIRL WALKS INTO ABAR... 
(OUT NOW) 

SNL alum Rachel Dratch covers 
subjects we might expect from 
her—like being replaced on 
30 Rock—plus anecdotes 
about adventures in dating 
and motherhood. 
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Hiking 1,100 Miles 
To aFresh Start 


When Cheryl Strayed’s life was rocked by addiction, 
death, and divorce, she walked aw ay from it—and 
didn’t stop until she had trekked from California all the 
way to Washington State. As her new book explains, 
the physical journey was the easy part. -MELISSA MAERZ 


Okay, admit it: Did you feel 
slightly resentful after 
reading Eat, Pray, Love? Was 
it hard to sympathize with a 
well-paid, much-loved 
woman who took a whole 
year off work just to cure 
her sadness with pizza 
napoletana? Then you might 
be drawn to Cheryl Strayed'’s 
backpacking memoir, Wild: 
From Lost to Found on the 
Pacific Crest Trail (out now), 
a face-up-to-your-problems 
book for those of us who 
can't afford to eat our way 
through Italy or jet off to an 
ashram. Though, in Elizabeth 
Gilbert's defense, “If I'd had 
a whole bunch of money, | 
would have gone to Italy,” 
Strayed says. 

Wild begins in the summer 
of 1995, just as Strayed’s life 


wild ) 


cevid SET Tea 


strayed BL 


OUR VERDICT 
A rich, riveting true story 
about a woman who has 
bottomed out emotionally 
and decides to do 
something wildly out of 
character—hike the Pacific 
Crest Trail—to get her life 
back on track. AX 


was falling apart. At 26 years 
old, having just divorced her 
husband, lost her young 
mother to cancer, and started 
using heroin, she needed a 
way to prove that she was 
stronger than she felt. So 
after spotting a Pacific Crest 
Trail guidebook near her 
home in Minnesota, she made 
an impulse decision to hike 
1100 miles from the Mojave 
Desert, through California and 
Oregon, up to Washington, 
all on her own. “I'd never 
gone backpacking before,” 
says the author, now 43, who 
lives with her second husband 
and kids in Portland, Ore. “It 
was probably more stupid 
than brave. But | knew that 
nobody was going to swoop 
in. | needed to save myself.” 
During her grueling three- 
month journey, Strayed 
circled around black bears 
and rattlesnakes, fought 
extreme dehydration by 
drinking oily gray pond 
water, and hiked in boots 
made entirely of duct tape— 
until her toenails turned 
black and fell off. “There 
were many times when | 
thought, | could die,” she 
says. “| wasn’t prepared, so | 
would've deserved it.” Still, in 
some of the book’s most 
dramatic passages, she’s just 
walking and thinking. In one 
scene, she considers how 
emotionally draining it was 
to grow up poor, recalling the 


time when she and her 
brother had to shoot their 
mom's horse because they 
didn’t have the money to 
hire a vet to put it down. The 
PCT trip put memories like 
that in perspective, says 
Strayed, making “the other 
hardest things [feel] the 
tiniest bit less hard.” 
Reading her matter-of- 
fact take on love and grief 
and the soul-saving quality 
of a Snapple lemonade, you 
can understand why Strayed 
has earned a cult following 
as the author of Dear Sugar, a 
popular advice column on the 
literary site therumpus.net. 
You can also imagine her 
fans reading Wild, buying 
their first pair of REI boots, 
and prepping for a Life- 
Changing Adventure. (The 
rest of America will join 
them when the inevitable 
movie comes out; Reese 


Cheryl Strayed 


Witherspoon just optioned 
the rights.) 

With its vivid descriptions 
of beautiful but unforgiving 
terrain, Wild is certainly a 
cinematic story, but Strayed’s 
book isn’t really about big, 
cathartic moments. The 
author never “finds herself” 
or gets healed. When she 
reaches the trail’s end, she 
just buys a cheap ice cream 
cone and continues down 
the road. “When you're 
actually out there, taking one 
step after the other, it’s not 
romantic,” she says now. 
Maybe not, though it’s hard 
to imagine anything more 
important than taking one 
boring step at a time. That’s 
endurance, and that’s what 
Strayed understands, almost 
20 years later. As she writes: 
“There was only one [option], 
| knew. There was always 
only one. To keep walking.” m 


YNVSY INOS ‘Q3AVULS 


76 | EW.COM April 6, 2012 


QUICK TAKES 


The Land of Decoration 
Grace McCleen 
NOVEL 


Which of us, when 
we were small, didn’t 
fervently wish for— 
and frankly believe 
in—divine interven- 
tion? More than most 
children, 10-year-old 
Judith truly needs the help: When 

not attempting to escape a brutal 
classmate, she is trying and failing to 
earn the love of her remote, end-of- 
days fundamentalist father. Mostly, 
though, she presides over the titular 
fantasy world she has constructed 

bit by found-object bit in her shabby 
bedroom, a fanciful diorama in which 
she can (perhaps) manifest real 
miracles. Decoration remains agnostic 
about that, but it paints an affecting 
and often unsettling portrait of pure 
faith. B+ —Leah Greenblatt 


The Lifeboat 
Charlotte Rogan 
NOVEL 


Just two years after 
the Titanic’s doomed 
voyage, the luxury liner 
carrying newlywed 
Grace Winter and her 
husband, Henry, across 
the Atlantic suffers a 
mysterious explosion. Separated from 
Henry, Grace boards a lifeboat with 

38 other desperate passengers. When it 
becomes clear that the boat wasn’t made 
to hold so many people, alliances and 
power plays aboard the lifeboat grow 
more perilous than the waves that rage 
around it. In her assured debut, Rogan has 
written a layered and provocative tale of 
survival and impossible decisions. But 
her biggest achievement is the disarm- 
ingly demure yet fiercely shrewd Grace, 
a narrator as fascinating and unreliable 
as they come. AA— —Stephan Lee 
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Sacré Bleu 
Christopher Moore 
NOVEL 


Any book that opens 
with the murder of 
Vincent van Gogh, as 
Christopher Moore's 
funny and inventive 
novel does, is clearly 
comfortable stretching 
the limits of historical fiction. Set in the 
impressionist art world of the belle 
epoque, with such familiar names as 
Renoir, Toulouse-Lautrec, and Monet as 
supporting characters, the book follows 
a young baker/aspiring painter as he tries 
to uncover the mystery of van Gogh's 
death and the true identity of the man 
who peddles a sought-after “sacred 
blue” paint. While it may occasionally 
teeter into the overly zany, Sacré Bleu 
is a consistently compelling blend of 
love story, mystery, and “what if?” art- 
history lesson. B+ —Sara Vilkomerson 


Suddenly, A Knock on 
the Door 
Etgar Keret 
STORIES 
> ~ Etgar Keret is a writer 
woven who emphasizes the 
oe “short” in short story, 
churning out delicate 
wisps of narrative 
; | | that float by ona 
* mixture of wonder 


and melancholy. Many feature some 
kind of fantastical element—like, say, a 
wish-granting goldfish or a purgatory 
populated by the subjects of lies—but 
they're also grounded by Keret’s human- 
ism and gentle, O. Henry-esque irony. 
There's not much here that's too sub- 
stantial, but the author's emotions and 
ideas are teaspooned out in undiluted, 
well-measured doses guaranteed to 
put a dopey smile on your face during 
those 10 or 15 minutes until your train 
arrives, A= —Keith Staskiewicz 
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REVIEWS BOOKS 


The Chart 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


Lone Wolf 


Jodi Picoult’s latest debuted in 
the No. 1 spot before dropping 
off. This week, it asserted its 
alpha-dog status and returned 
to the front of the pack. 


FICTION TOP 10 


y)) STAR WARS: FATE OF THE JEDI-APOCALYPSE 
Troy Denning 


c% KILL SHOT Vince Flynn 

© THE THIEF Clive Cussler & Justin Scott 

5 

(4) DEFENDING JACOB William Landay 

v2) VICTIMS Jonathan Kellerman 

hy) THE EXPATS Chris Pavone 
Moving up from No. 13 last week, this twisty 
first novel about a mommy-spy sleuthing 
abroad generated considerable prerelease 


buzz. Rookie author Pavone could be a rising 
star in the espionage-thriller genre. 


“)) THE WOLF GIFT Anne Rice 


s())) FAIR GAME Patricia Briggs 


NONFICTION TOP 10 


))) AMERICAN SNIPER 
Chris Kyle with Scott McEwen & Jim DeFelice 


y), THE PIONEER WOMAN COOKS: 

FOOD FROM MY FRONTIER Ree Drummond 

Move over, Paula Deen. Last year, Drummond 
made a seamless transition from hugely 
popular blogger to best-selling memoirist 
with Black Heels to Tractor Wheels. Now, 
with her second cookbook, the new Food 
Network host is staking her claim as the top 
lady in country cooking. 
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3) BETTER THAN NORMAL Dr. Dale Archer 
’)) DYING TO BE ME Anita Moorjani 
)()) THE RIGHTEOUS MIND Jonathan Haidt 


SOURCE: Publishers Weekly, week of March 27, 2012 
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1 “ & 
Every aspiring actor has 
an audition horror story, 
and for two years 
Andrew Keenan-Bolger 
(Newsies’ Crutchie, 
above) has been turning 
them into comedy with 


As j 
as Jordan and 
Ben Fankhauser 


surrounded by other 
newsies; (ins¢ 


Christian Balé inthe his Web series Submis- 
— 1992-film 7 sions Only. “At least 50 
? percent of Submissions 


Newsies 


BROADWAY 


TOP THE PRESSES! Disney 
has produced a winning, high- 
energy musical for family 
audiences that doesn’t include 
a single flying witch, talking 
animal, or dancing teacup. 
Even more surprising, the 
studio has polished this hardscrabble gem 
from a notorious big-screen dud, Newsies. 
That 1992 flop, about turn-of-the-20th-century 
New York City paperboys leading a strike 
against media barons like Joseph Pulitzer, 
featured some lovely tunes by Oscar-winning 
composer Alan Menken (Beauty and the 
Beast) and an awkward but endearing 
performance by a teenage Christian Bale. 
Assuming Bale’s role as head newsie Jack 
Kelly on Broadway, Jeremy Jordan (survivor 
of the recent Bonnie & Clyde) proves he doesn’t 
need anyone wandering into his sight lines to 
be an explosive presence on stage. Blessed 


with a crystalline voice, Jordan 
conveys a rare combination of masculine 
swagger and vulnerability. He gets a worthy 
foil and love interest in aspiring reporter 
Katherine (charming newcomer Kara 
Lindsay), one of several smart additions to the 
film’s story by playwright Harvey Fierstein. 
She also lands one of Menken and lyricist 
Jack Feldman’s best new songs, the delightful 
double-talking “Watch What Happens.” 
Despite the updates to the score, the stand- 
outs remain ensemble numbers from the film, 
such as “Carrying the Banner” and “King of 
New York”—the latter is a tap-tastic show- 
stopper that opens the second act—and they 
pop thanks to Christopher Gattelli’s aggres- 
sively acrobatic choreography and a high- 
flying male chorus who will likely drive future 
So You Think You Can Dance contestants to 
belly up to the barre. As you might expect, 
these cap-wearing, backflipping urchins 
manage to upstage all the adults on stage (who 
are, admittedly, more sketchily written). Like 
Oliver! and Annie before it, Newsies delivers 
the news that on Broadway, orphans can be 
irresistible. (Tickets: Ticketmaster.com) 


Only has happened,” says 
Keenan-Bolger, 26, who 
co-created the show with 
fellow actor Kate Wether- 
head. The sitcom, about 
ajaded NYC stage 
actress and her casting- 
agent BFF, depicts the 
worst tryouts ever—e.g,, 
a woman's water break- 
ing as she hits a high 
note—and features big 
guest stars like Kristin 
Chenoweth, Michael 
Urie, and Kristen 
Johnston. Says Keenan- 
Bolger, “Look at us as 
Smash’s indie stepchild.” 
—Aubry DArminio 
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Kristin Chenoweth 
and Michael Urie 
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BLOOD CANCER! RECEIVE THIS FREE T-SHIRT, DESIGNED 
EXCLUSIVELY FOR DKMS BY VERA WANG, WITH Y@ 
PURCHASE OF $78 FROM THE VERA WANG LOVEST 
FRAGRANCE COLLECTION AT MACY’S AND MACYS. 
“SHARE THE LOVE” AND REGISTE 
DKMS AS A BONE MARROW D 
AT GETSWABBEf 


, kote FIGHT BLOOD CANC 
APHED BY ALEX! LUBOMIRSKI SS 2 : r GETSWABBED.OR ( 


After posing 
for this photo, 
Miley flies across 
the world to 
adopt children 
with Brad Pitt. 


Kelly and Brenda will star on new reality shows within 
10 days of each other. Dylan is telling Brenda he'll 
watch hers, but he'll really choose Kelly's. 


Not all celebrity couples 
ould have nicknames. 


January Jones says she 

eats her own placenta. In 

telated news, scientists 
discover that it is 


The cast and viewers 


are bailing, so why isn’t possible for everyone on 
NBC sending The Office earth to vomit at once. 
to the great paper 


THE SECRET LIFES 
Aiea cee 


shredder in the sky? 


Introducing La La 
Anthony. So that’s 
where Nicole Richie's 

old face ended up. 


“You guys, seriously, 

| was in an Oscar movie,” 

a a nS ’ 
«if ; 
/ ) 


How has Hollywood 


lived this long 
without 


William Levy? Former Italian prime 
oan 5 minister moves in down the 
a" street from George Clooney 
, in Italy. How do we get 
invited to that block party? 


Kim Kardashian doused 


with flour on red carpet, 

prompting protests from 
People for the Ethical “ 
Treatment of Grains. 


1 TZ 


Jennifer Lawrence: 


= 
‘ terrific as Katniss, In his new single, “Boyfriend,” 
One Nese even betteras Justin Bieber raps about “chillin’ 
Paré sings a talk-show guest by the fire while we eatin’ 

“Zou Bisou Bisou.” fondue.” Great song, but when 

Roughly translated did he start dating the 1970s? 
from the French: * 
“Zoobie-zoobie- 


zowie!” 


Lucky dog. The 
pooch is pretty 
fortunate too. 


Frak! Battlestar 

Galactica arena Katy Perry's “Part of Me” video: Who 

won't become a knew they sold lip gloss and concealer 
_ TVseries. ‘in the Marine Corps canteen? 
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Watch Extra every Friday for more on the 
celebrities and stories featured in Bullseye 
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